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The purpose of this booklet is to provide information about subjects offered at Bundaberg Christian 
College.  It is intended as a guide for students and their parents when facing decisions concerning 
appropriate subjects and courses to study.  The booklet also includes an explanation of the procedures 
used subject selection..  

 

Year 10 Subjects which are being offered in 2009: 
 
  
Agricultural Science  
Business Organisation and Management 
Drama 
English 
History 
Home Economics 
Legal Studies 
Information Technology Systems     
Japanese 
Manufacturing 
Mathematics  

 

Music 
Physical Education 

 

Science 1  (Physics and Chemistry) 
Science 2  (Biology and Science21) 
Science 3  (Marine Studies) 
Studies of Society and Environment  

 

Visual Art  
  
 
 
Class sizes and staff availability will determine which subjects will actually run in 2009.  Further 
questions about subject content should be directed to the subject teacher. 
 

SUBJECT SELECTION PROCEDURES 
 
The procedure for subject selection for Year 10 includes the following steps: 
 

 Information at Year Level Assemblies 

 Subject Information mini seminar on Open Night 

 Subject Information Night for students and parents 

 Subject Information Handbook ï distributed on Subject Information Night 

 Confirmation of subject lines  

 Verification of studentsô subject preferences using subject lines 

 Notification to students of subject offerings 
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THE DOôS OF MAKING A SUBJECT CHOICE 
 

1. Do subjects you enjoy. 
 

2. Do subjects you are interested in. 
 

3. Do subjects in which you have already achieved good grades. 
 

4. Do subjects that will give you valuable life skills. 
 

5. Do subjects that can lead to the training choices you want. 
 
 

THE DONôTS OF MAKING A SUBJECT CHOICE 
 

1. Donôt let your friends decide for you. 
 

2. Donôt avoid a subject because of the teacher. 
 

3. Donôt let your siblingôs experience decide for you. 
 

4. Donôt take subjects because you think they will be óeasyô. 
 

5. Donôt choose a subject only because it will get you a good grade.  
 
6. Donôt let your parents pressure you (too much), but listen to their point of view. 
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THE SENIOR PHASE OF LEARNING 
 
As Year 10 is the beginning of the 3 year Senior Phase of Learning (with Years 11 and 12), Year 10 at 
Bundaberg Christian College has been structured to reflect this. 
 
Curriculum Matters! 
Years 11 and 12 will still be the years in which students study óseniorô subjects and work towards their 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) and Overall Position (OP) - see further information at the end 
of this booklet. However, students in Year 10 from 2009 will be given a new opportunity to make subject 
choices, and the subjects offered will reflect the relevant senior subject, giving students a very real ótasteô 
of what the subjects will be like in Year 11 and 12. Near the end of Year 10 they will be able to make 
well-informed subject choices for their 2 years of senior subject study. There is not an expectation that 
subjects are being selected for 3 years ï based on their experiences in Year 10, students may opt not to 
continue with a subject, but make a new choice. 
 
Expectations 
These subjects will be taught as senior subjects, and homework and assessment will have similar 
expectations to that of Year 11. All this is to well prepare the students before the crucial Years 11 and 
12. 
 
Uniform  
Year 10 students will also be given the privilege of wearing senior uniform from 2009 onwards. This 
reflects the confidence which the College has in these students, who are joining the senior leadership 
years at our P-12 College. 
 
The SET Plan 
A major focus of Year 10 is the development of the Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan. The SET 
Plan is a collaborative planning process that details what, where and how a student will study during 
their senior phase of learning. The College will register all students for the QCE, and parents will be 
involved at key points during the year. 
 
Subjects Offered 
All students at Bundaberg Christian College study Christian Living.  
In addition, Year 10 students will be expected to study 2 compulsory subjects (Mathematics and English) 
and may choose 4 other subjects. It is expected that these subjects be studied for the full year ï subject 
changes will only be permitted under extenuating circumstances. 
 
On the following pages are outlines of the subjects which are being considered for 2009. Final subjects 
offered will depend on student demand and staff availability. 
 
 
How parents can help 
Parents can assist by taking an active interest in their childôs work.  Discussing with their child about 
course topics, ideas, and possible resources for assignments would be of value.  Monitoring your childôs 
commitment to the subject at home (with regards to regular revision, homework and assessment 
preparation) is also important.   
Parents can also assist their children learn how to manage time effectively and to meet deadlines ï this 
is a very important part of the senior phase of learning. 
Providing a supportive environment in the home, and showing interest in what students are doing daily is 
a vital role for parents.  Parents can also show their support by attending school events and parent 
teacher interviews, and this is strongly encouraged at Bundaberg Christian College. Together we can all 
contribute to the studentsô success in the senior years..   
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
 
Why study Agricultural Science?  
Agricultural Science explores the ways that people manage natural resources such as plants, animals, 
climate, soil and water to meet their basic needs. These management practices derive from current 
understandings about science, food and fibre production systems, sustainable farming practices, 
agricultural technologies, consumer-driven economics and effective product marketing. The scope of the 
subject is thus very broad. Because of the fundamental importance of agriculture to humans, the study of 
this subject is relevant to all students, not just those from a rural background.  
 

What is studied?  
The subject Agricultural Science seeks to develop a broad and integrated understanding of agriculture 
through studies in the three interrelated objectives of knowledge, problem solving and communication, 
which also form the exit criteria. Students learn to:  

 understand and apply a wide range of concepts and principles underlying agricultural systems  

 understand and be sensitive to issues of sustainability within the environment  

 plan, organise, interpret, analyse, synthesise and evaluate diverse information from a range of 
sources to solve agricultural problems  

 apply a range of technologies  

 communicate effectively  

 appreciate the indispensable role that agriculture plays in Australian society.  
 
Over the course, several units (eg, Agribusiness, Natural resources management, Plant science, Animal 
science and Sustainable production systems) are studied. 
 
How do students learn?  
The approach to learning is investigative, practical and hands-on. Students plan and carry out a variety 
of field-based learning activities, sometimes working individually and at other times in teams. The range 
of activities includes plant and animal investigations, laboratory investigations, field surveys, computer 
and data management, and exercises in observation, classification and identification.  
 

How are students assessed?  
A wide range of assessment techniques will be used to determine the relationships between student 
achievement and the exit criteria of the course (knowledge, problem solving and communication). 
Assessment techniques may include:  

 short answer responses such as multiple choice, definition of terms, drawing and labelling 
diagrams, sentence responses, paragraph responses  

 extended written responses such as essays, reports, research assignments  

 oral responses such as reports, seminars, debates, hypothetical situations, interviews, dramatic 
presentations.  
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BUSINESS ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT 
 
Why should I study BOM?  
Business Organisation and Management in Year 10 is the introduction to the four key management 
areas of business ï finance, marketing, human resources and operations.  There are many personal 
benefits in studying BOM in year 10.  These include: 
It provides an excellent foundation to Business Organisation and Management in years 11 and 12.  It 
also provides students with hands on experience in business projects. 
It provides an excellent foundation for those interested in starting their own businesses one day, or those 
interested in studying business at university. 
Learning personal management is probably the most important skill learnt in the course.  Students are 
required to plan ahead and learn to manage their resources across specific projects.  Even if students do 
not wish to take business career paths, they are likely to highly benefit from the planning and 
organisational skills promoted throughout the course. 
 
What will I study?  
Throughout Business Organisation and Management in Year 10, students will explore the following 
topics (in the context of practical projects): 

 Marketing Management 

 Finance Management 

 Operations Management 

 Business Planning 
 
Within each of these units, a number of specific action and reflection skills are developed in students 
throughout the course.   
These include: 

 Planning Skills  

 Negotiating 

 Advocating 

 Working in a team 

 Resolving Conflict 

 Collecting and Presenting Information 

 Strategic Planning 

 Decision Making 

 Problem Solving 

 Information Processing and communication 

 Critical Thinking 
 
How do students learn?  
Throughout the three year course, students will learn through a variety of activities including research, 
case studies, debates, discussions, interviews, problem solving and statistical analysis. 
 
How are students assessed?  
Student work is assessed using three criteria:  

 Knowledge and understanding (ability to retrieve and comprehend information)  

 Reflection Skills (ability to evaluate past and present situations to inform planning) 

 Action Skills (ability to design and implement plans) 
 
Assessment will be in a variety of forms, including short and extended responses, non-written 
presentations, essays and response to stimulus materials. 
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DRAMA 
 
Why study Drama?  
Drama is the making and communicating of meaning involving performers and audiences engaging in a 
suspension of disbelief. It provides a medium for personal exploration, social criticism, celebration and 
entertainment. It is explored through the dimensions of Forming, Presenting, and Responding.  

Students who study Drama are actively participating in an experiential mode of learning that blends 
intellectual and emotional experience and offers a unique means of enquiry that contributes to knowing 
and understanding themselves and the world. Drama provides students with a range of skills 
transferable to a variety of pathways. Now and in the future, drama supports workers who are innovative 
thinkers, adept communicators and excellent team players.  
 

What is studied?  
Drama explores and celebrates the human presence drawing on experiences from real life, the 
imagination and the realms of media. Students study dramatic languages (elements of drama, skills of 
performance, styles and their conventions, contexts and texts) and dramatic perspectives (heritage ð 
before 1980, and contemporary ð after 1980).  
The dramatic languages are the foundations and working materials of drama by which dramatic meaning 
and action is created. This mode of learning and expression integrates oral, kinaesthetic, visual and 
aural dimensions and sign systems. Students explore, analyse, understand and use aspects of dramatic 
languages within the general objectives of Forming, Presenting and Responding.  
The study of Drama takes place within two dramatic perspectives: heritage (before 1980) and 
contemporary (after 1980). Through these the dramatic languages are applied and viewed.  
 
How do students learn?  
Students are involved in:  

 collaborating in groups to manage tasks  

 working as artists in the making of creative work (Forming) ð examples are improvisation, 
roleplay, devising, dramaturgy (shaping of text for performance), playbuilding, playwriting, 
scriptwriting, directing, designing  

 rehearsing, polishing and performing dramatic action (Presenting) ð examples are dialogue, 
dramatic monologues, student-devised drama work, collage drama, documentary drama, 
physical theatre, visual theatre, a complete short scene, a one-act play, a one-person show, a 
recognised playtext  

 communicating from a position outside or after the drama (Responding) ð examples are: 
seminar, evaluation/reflection, discussion, tutorial, forum, interview, dramaturgy, extended 
writing.  

 
How are students assessed?  
A wide range of assessment techniques is used to judge student achievement. These include dramatic 
exploration (improvisation, workshop, practical demonstration), creative writing (scriptwriting, dramatic 
treatment), design (design concept), performance of scripted drama or student-devised drama, oral 
(seminar), extended writing (critical essay, text analysis).  
Achievement in Drama is judged by matching a studentôs achievement in the assessment tasks with the 
exit criteria of the subject. These criteria are Forming, Presenting and Responding. 
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ENGLISH 
 
English is used by most Australians to communicate with others in our culturally diverse communities. 
There are many versions of English around the world. Standard Australian English is the focus of this 
syllabus. Senior English recognises and promotes effective communication skills, as being a proficient 
communicator enables individuals to share in and contribute to current and future local, national and 
global communities and cultures. 
Senior English requires students to write, speak or sign, view, listen, and think critically. In studying the 
texts of others and through creating their own texts, students will conceptualise, imagine, appreciate, 
experiment, speculate, reflect, make decisions, hypothesise, analyse and evaluate. They will enhance 
their ability to think, use language, and make meaning through reflecting on their place in the world, 
shaping their identities, developing meaningful relationships with others, and expressing their ideas and 
feelings. They are encouraged to gain pleasure from texts, and understand the power texts have to 
influence, tell the stories of a culture and promote shared understandings.  
 
What is studied? 
Students will learn to: 

 communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for a range of social and cultural 
purposes and audiences 

 enjoy and appreciate a range of literary and non-literary texts 

 study closely a range of literary and non-literary works in English, in various types of texts, 
modes and mediums across diverse cultures and periods 

 interpret, analyse, evaluate, respond to and construct a wide range of texts through reading, 
listening, viewing, speaking, writing and shaping 

 make choices about generic structures, language, textual features and technologies to best 
convey intended meaning in the most appropriate medium and genre 

 control language (written, spoken or signed and visual), using grammar, punctuation, 
vocabulary and spelling. 

There will be a range and balance in the texts that students read, view and listen to. 
Texts will encompass traditional, contemporary and translated works, and will include: 

 novels, short stories and poetry 

 scripted drama and drama performed as theatre 

 reflective texts such as biographies, autobiographies and journals 

 popular culture, media and multimodal works 

 spoken and written everyday texts of work, family and community life. 
 
How do students learn? 
Students learn by working with language and texts. Learning experiences in English are designed to 
cater for the diverse range of learning styles, interests and abilities of senior students. They may include: 

 individual, small group and whole class activities such as workshops, 

 conferencing, debates, discussions 

 reading, analysing and producing texts 

 attending plays, films and forums 

 listening to guest speakers and experts. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Assessment in senior English is criterion-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate 
achievement in the objectives of the syllabus. The criteria used are Understanding and responding to 
contexts, Understanding and controlling textual features and Making and evaluating meaning.  
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HISTORY 
 
Why study History? 
In History, as in our everyday life, people ask meaningful questions, collect evidence, sift through it, 
analyse and evaluate it, to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. These answers provide a 
context for our own lives and establish a range of values that shape our attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviours. 
Through the study of Ancient History, we can understand how the modern world has been influenced by 
the peoples and achievements of the distant past. Through a study of early peoples and cultures, we can 
understand the processes of change and continuity that have shaped todayôs world, their causes, and 
the roles people have played in those processes.  
Through the study of Modern History, students can understand why our modern world is the way it is. 
They can understand the processes of change and continuity that have shaped todayôs world, their 
causes, and the roles people have played in those processes. They can understand that there are 
relationships between our needs and interests and a range of historical topics, people and events.  
History is a fascinating area of study, rich in wonderful stories of human endeavour, achievement and 
disaster. The history of humankind from the very earliest times is part of everyoneôs heritage and the 
study of the History ensures that this heritage is not lost. 
 
What do students learn? 
The Year 10 History program at Bundaberg Christian College presents students with an extensive range 
of themes and topics covering Ancient, Modern and Australian History, representing a range of scales, 
contexts, and geographic locations. 
The course that students study comprises: 

 Australia in the World: fears, threats and policies ï an investigation into policies and actions that 
our nation developed in the face of global political climates. 

 Religions of the Ancient World ï An examination of the practices and belief systems of Ancient 
Societies. 

 Conflict ï a look at the most significant conflicts of the 20th Century, their causes and impacts. 
 
How do students learn? 
Historical study is based on inquiry. While the teaching of history may involve expository and text-based 
teaching, the main approach to learning is student inquiry. Students are actively involved in locating, 
interpreting, analysing and evaluating historical sources, both primary and secondary.  
In Ancient History, sources can include texts, artefacts such as buildings, art, religious objects, weapons, 
and everyday items such as jewellery, pottery and clothing.  
In Modern History, sources can include academic texts, diaries, letters, speeches, cartoons, journal 
articles, newspaper reports, documentary television programs, artefacts and everyday items.  
All of the themes in the Bundaberg Christian College History program use an inquiry process that 
identifies five aspects: 

 definitions 

 sources 

 backgrounds, changes and continuities: motives and causes 

 effects, interests and arguments 

 reflections and responses. 
 
How is student work assessed? 
Assessment in Year 10 History is criterion-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate 
achievement in the objectives of the syllabus. The criteria used are: 

 Planning and using a historical research process  

 Forming historical knowledge through critical inquiry, and 

 Communicating historical knowledge 
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways, including test essays, research assignments, multimodal 
presentations, short response tests, and response to stimulus tests.  
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HOME ECONOMICS 
 
Why study Home Economics? 
Senior Home Economics has a unique place in the school curriculum in that it focuses on the well-being 
of individuals and families in everyday activities.  In all cultural contexts, people need to have food, 
textiles, and shelter as well as satisfactory ways of meeting social, emotional, physical, financial and 
intellectual aspects of well-being. 
Home Economics is an academic subject with a strong practical component. The reasoning processes, 
understandings and attitudes developed in this course of study are those which are fundamental to 
effective functioning in a wide range of life roles.   Students are encouraged to consider issues relating to 
the well-being of individuals and families from a range of perspectives, such as social, cultural, political, 
legal, historical, environmental, economic and ethical perspectives. 
Home Economics provides balance between theoretical understandings and practical capacities.  It 
recognises the importance of a practical approach to solving everyday living problems, and of providing 
student with the opportunity to develop the practical and management skills involved in the selection and 
manipulation of resources, the planning and execution of complex practical tasks. In Home Economics, 
practical skills are extended to include the development of the skills and attitudes required for thoughtful 
promotion of the well-being of individuals and families. 
 
What do students learn? 
There are three areas of study in a Home economics course: 

 Food studies 

 Living environments 

 Textiles studies 
Students will predominately study the areas of textiles and food through the use of investigative and 
practical approaches to allow students to meet the general objectives. 
The course of study will assist students to develop: 

 Knowledge and understanding of the basic needs that underpin their wellbeing and a range 
contexts, perspectives and issues that influence individual and family well-being 

 Reasoning processes that are fundamental to critical and effective participation in a range of life 
roles related to food, textiles and living environments 

 Practical skills in the areas of study, and the understandings and skills to take informed, practical 
action that promote the well-being of individuals and families in each area of study. 

 
How do students learn? 
Home Economics combines investigative and practical approaches to student learning.  Students are 
encouraged to use the full range of planning and decision making processes in both academic and 
practical tasks.  Students will develop their reasoning skills through a research task that involves 
collecting information and analysing and evaluating it, developing arguments and conclusions and 
supporting them with evidence.  In practical tasks, students will plan and organise, make decisions about 
processes and procedures, produce products through the performance of practical skills, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of processes and products. 
 
How is student work assessed? 
Assessment in Home Economics is criterion-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate 
achievement in the objectives of the syllabus.  The criteria used are óKnowledge and understandingô, 
óReasoning processesô, and óPractical performanceô. 
Assessment caters for a range of students and includes written assessment in the form of objective and 
short response tests, and an extended written response such as a research assignment.  Assessment in 
practical performance involves decision making, planning and evaluating, as well as the performance of 
practical skills. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
 
Information Technology Systems (ITS) is a practical subject that helps prepare students to meet the 
frequent and rapid change in the area of information technology (IT), and to be responsive to emerging 
technologies and trends. IT involves the use of technologies that allow people to manipulate and share 
information in its various forms (text, graphics, sound and video), and the range of technological devices 
that perform these functions. 

At BCC students study the following areas in Information Technology Systems: 
 

 Computer support 

 Animation design and development 

 Multimedia 

 Networking 

 Office applications software 

 Web design and development. 
 
A range of extension material gives students opportunities to explore the diversity of the IT industry. The 
subject also offers students the chance to achieve a Certificate II in information technology. This 
qualification is designed for people seeking a pathway into the world of work or vocational education and 
training or university. It is targeted at school Years 11 and 12 students at regional secondary schools, 
who are seeking to gain skills relevant to employment in the information technology industry or who are 
seeking to gain IT skills applicable to a range of business and industry areas.  
 
Modules offered are as follows: 

Prerequisite unit of competency 
 
ICAU1128B Operate a personal computer 

Required competencies 
 
BSBOHS201A  Follow workplace safety procedures 
ICAD2012B Design organisational documents using computing packages 
ICAU2005B Operate computer hardware 
ICAU2006B Operate computing packages 
ICAU2013B Integrate commercial computing packages 
ICAU2231B Use a computer operating system 
ICAW2001B Work effectively in an IT environment 
ICAW2002B Communicate in the workplace 
ICAU3019B Migrate to new technology 
ICAD3218B Create user documentation 

Other competencies 
 
ICAU3126B Use advanced features of computer applications 
ICAI3020B Install and optimise operating system software 
ICAT3025B Run standard diagnostic tests 
 
Assessment 
The assessment program will include a variety of assessment techniques that are integrated with the 
learning experiences. Documentation of project development is a key assessment technique in ITS. 
Other assessment techniques used include written tasks involving short and extended written responses, 
practical exercises, and tests and examinations. Certificate II modules are assessed on a competent/not 
competent basis. 
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JAPANESE 
 
Why study a language other than English? 

 It contributes to students. personal, educational, intellectual and cultural development. 

 It promotes clear and critical thinking, clarity of expression, cognitive flexibility and problem-
solving ability, all of which have important applications for other learning areas. 

 It enhances career opportunities when combined with other vocational areas, for example in law, 
the arts, science and technology, and commerce. 

 It provides an awareness and understanding of the nature and purpose of language in general, 
and thereby improves studentsô use and understanding of English. 

 It fosters cross-cultural understanding and develops a respect for people of other languages and 
cultures. 

 It increases self-esteem through the acquisition of new and different communication skills and 
through learning to interact with people of other cultures. 

 
What do students learn? 
Students learn to communicate in the language using the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
for practical purposes. To enhance their ability to communicate, they also focus on grammatical and 
other structures of the language. Key themes include family and community, leisure, recreation and 
human creativity, school and post-school options and social issues. Through studying these themes, 
students gain an understanding and appreciation of the culture of the people. 
 
How do students learn? 
Students learn by using the language in communicative activities and through interacting with other 
speakers of the language. 
Language activities may include: 

 participating in class discussions, debates and role-plays 

 viewing videos and films 

 reading brochures, magazine and newspaper extracts, and short stories 

 communicating with students in other schools and countries by means of video and audiotape, 
letter, or electronic mail 

 using word processors for writing stories and letters 

 using computer software in the second language 

 accessing authentic language texts on the internet 

 playing language games. 
Students can be involved in a range of co-curricular activities such as: 

 international student exchanges 

 language camps and cultural events 

 language competitions 

 creating posters, giving talks, reciting poetry, doing projects 

 visits to restaurants and theatres 

 listening to ethnic radio and viewing foreign language programs on television. 
Students are increasingly accessing sophisticated technology, such as interactive computer programs 
and virtual schooling, to assist them in learning another language. 
 
How is studentsô work assessed? 
Ability to use the language is assessed through a variety of communicative tasks. These include: 

 comprehending conversations, announcements and reports 

 role-playing; conversing with the teacher or other students; presenting a talk on a familiar topic 

 responding to a range of written material such as magazine articles, cartoons and 

 brochures, letters, emails, postcards and school magazine articles. 

 Listening, speaking, reading, writing. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
 
Why should I study Legal Studies?  
Legal Studies aims to empower students with an understanding of their rights and responsibilities under 
Australian law.  It also provides students with knowledge of the legal framework in which we operate.   
The course also assists students in recognising the various legal situations that our nation will face both 
now and in the future.  As such, developing an appreciation for the law, its original intent, a passion for 
justice, and problem solving skills becomes particularly important. 
Undertaking Legal Studies in secondary schooling also provides an excellent foundation for those 
interested in legal careers beyond high school.  The skills developed throughout the course include 
critical analysis, examination and problem solving. 
 
What will I study?  
Legal Studies is broken into six major sections of study:  

 The legal system ð How does the legal system meet societyôs needs?  

 Crime and society ð What is crime? How should society and the criminal justice system respond 
to it?  

 Civil obligations ð How does civil law impact on citizens in a society?  

 You, the law and society ð Choice of several topics including Renting and buying; Family; Jobs; 
Sport; Environment; Consumers; Technology; Rights and responsibilities; and a school-based 
elective unit such as international law, Indigenous issues, or performing arts  

 Independent study  

 Law in a changing society.  
 
How do students learn?  
Throughout Year 10 Legal Studies (and Years 11 and 12), students will learn through a variety of 
activities including research, case studies, mock trials, debates, discussions, interviews and surveys, 
field trips, statistical analysis and simulation activities.   
 
How are students assessed?  
Student work is assessed using four criteria:  

 Knowledge and understanding (ability to retrieve and comprehend information)  

 Investigation (ability to examine legal situations and issues)  

 Evaluation (ability to critically review the lawôs attempts to achieve just, fair and  equitable 
outcomes to issues)  

 Communication and research skills (ability to select, organise and present information for 
intended audiences).  

 
Assessment will be in a variety of forms, including short and extended responses, non-written 
presentations, inquiry and response to stimulus materials. 
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MANUFACTURING 
 
Why study Manufacturing? 
Students in Manufacturing learn to work effectively with others, being mindful of safety in everything they 
do.  Personal skills gained by studying woodwork include an appreciation of design, independence in 
work habits and development of pride in their own work as students focus on detail and quality. 
Well-made projects can last a lifetime - they often become heirlooms, being passed down from one 
generation to the next. Year 10 students are challenged to consider quality and elegance in design so 
that projects made will be admired and treasured for a long time.   
In Manufacturing students learn life-long skills and habits which will benefit them in other areas of work 
and study. 
 
What will I study? 
Our society is characterised by dynamic technological change.  Our college aims to prepare students for 
an active role within this society. Manufacturing is a practical, project-oriented course, designed to 
develop skills that have direct application to a technical or industrial field and help students meet the 
changing demands of society. Manufacturing helps students develop understanding of industrial 
technologies and their application to industry and enhances their capacity to cope with, and contribute to 
life in a technological society. It enables students to use their creativity and derive satisfaction from 
working with materials, tools and machines while they gain the skills they need to prepare them for future 
employment in this sector of Australian industry, as well as for recreation and leisure.  
 
How do students learn? 
The subject of Manufacturing is designed to provide students with a variety of intellectual, technical, 
operational and workplace skills.  
Manufacturing is an applied study, and practical activities in a workshop environment constitute an 
essential component of student learning. Occupational health and safety is an integral part of all 
workshop activities and are taught and modelled by the teacher in a way that encourages transfer to 
future employment, recreation and leisure activities, and the home.  
Manufacturing is delivered through a hands-on approach in which students are actively involved in 
project work. Learning experiences are conducted within simulated and/or real industry situations, and 
create opportunities to develop knowledge about industrial technology and its impact on society.  
 
How are students assessed?  
Assessment in Manufacturing may include: 

 observation of the studentôs performance,  

 oral presentations,  

 written tests,  

 research reports  

 practical tasks. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Why study Mathematics? 
 
Mathematics A emphasises the development of positive attitudes towards the studentôs involvement in 
mathematics. This development is encouraged through the use of relevant personal and work-related 
learning experiences. There is also a focus on the development of mathematical knowledge and 
understanding through investigative and explorative approaches to learning. 
 
 
Mathematics B aims to provide the opportunity for students to participate more fully in lifelong learning 
and to appreciate that Mathematics is a unique and powerful way of viewing the world to investigate 
patterns, order, generality and uncertainty, as well as a way of thinking in which problems are explored 
through observation, reflection and logical, inductive or deductive reasoning. It explores a powerful, 
concise and unambiguous symbolic system with written, spoken and visual components, and contains 
creative activity with its own intrinsic value, involving invention, intuition and exploration.  
 
What will students study?  
Mathematics A 
Mathematics continues to develop in response to changes in society and, in turn, it influences further 
societal development. The Mathematics A Syllabus contains core and elective topics which relate to the 
mathematics used in personal and work situations.  
The core topics include:  

 Financial mathematics, including, Managing money 

 Applied geometry, including, Elements of applied geometry and Linking two and three 
dimensions  

 Statistics and probability strand, including, Data collection and presentation and Exploring and 
understanding data  

 Maps and compasses for navigation  

 Operations research 

 Introduction to models for data  
 
Mathematics B 
The Mathematics B course consists of seven core topics:  

 Introduction to functions  

 Rates of change  

 Periodic functions & applications  

 Exponential & logarithmic functions & applications  

 Introduction to integrations  

 Applied statistical analysis  

 Optimisation.  
 
How do students learn?  
Learning experiences derived from the Mathematics A Syllabus include life-related applications of 
mathematics with real and simulated situations, use of instruments, and opportunities for modelling and 
problem solving. Students should be involved in a variety of activities including those which require them 
to write, speak, listen or devise presentations in a variety of forms to assist in developing mathematical 
understanding.  
 
Learning experiences derived from the Mathematics B syllabus will involve life-related applications of 
mathematics with real and simulated situations, use of instruments, technology and, opportunities for 
modelling and problem solving. Learning experiences may require students to work individually, in small 
groups or as a class. Students should be involved in a variety of activities including those which require 
them to write, speak, listen or devise presentations in a variety of forms.  
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How are students assessed? 
In both Mathematics subjects, students will perform a wide range of assessment techniques to determine 
the relationships between student achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge and 
procedures, Modelling and problem solving, and Communication and justification).  
Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under categories and may include:  

 Extended modelling and problem solving tasks ð within this category, students provide a 
response to a specific task or issue, which could be set in a context that highlights a real-life 
application of mathematics  

 Reports ð within this category, assessment tasks are typically an extended response to a 
practical or investigative task, such as an experiment in which data are collected, analysed and 
modelled, a mathematical investigation, a field activity, or a project  

 Supervised tests ð within this category, tests are conducted under supervised conditions and 
commonly include tasks requiring quantitative and/or qualitative responses.  
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MUSIC 
 
Why study Music?  
Music is an integral part of everyday life serving self-expressive, celebratory, social, cultural, political and 
educational roles. A study of music at Bundaberg Christian College helps students understand and 
heighten the enjoyment of the arts in their lives and the music heritage of a range of cultures.  
Studying Music fosters studentsô confident expression of their creativity and individuality through 
composing and performing music to communicate feelings, thoughts and ideas, whether at home or in 
the wider community.  
 
What do students study?  
Students develop ñaudiationò, which is the process by which the brain makes sense of what the ear 
hears, or the ability to ñthink in soundò. They apply their developing audiation through exploring the 
musical elements: duration, dynamics, harmony, melody, structure and timbre, within a variety of 
contexts, genres and styles.  
Students study music by:  

 analysing and evaluating repertoire from a variety of social and cultural contexts  

 creating a music composition 

 performing musical repertoire by playing an instrument or singing; performing includes solo and 
ensemble experiences.  

 
What do students learn?  
Students learn to:  

 perform and compose music to demonstrate the music conventions of different cultures  

 write idiomatically for specific instruments, voices (including word setting) and other sound 
sources  

 sing and play melodies to help analyse repertoire  

 create and notate rhythms, melodies and harmonic progressions. 
 
How are students assessed?  
Students are assessed through a variety of techniques: 

 formal examinations or assignments 

 composition for a combination of instruments and voice generated by electronic means and 
contemporary technologies 

 performances such as small ensembles, solo performances, performances of student 
compositions and the option to perform from the co-curricular vocal or instrumental program. 

 
Achievement in Music is judged by matching a studentôs achievement in the assessment tasks with the 
exit criteria of the subject. These criteria are: "Composing", "Performing" and ñAnalysing Repertoireò. 
 
Whatôs special about Music at Bundaberg Christian College? 
We now teach Musicianship in Year 10! Musicianship is a course written and assessed by the Australian 
Music Examinations Board (AMEB) and students who choose to do the official exam are awarded a 
world- renown certificate recognising their level of achievement. Students are also blessed to be able to 
use the latest version of Sibelius for their music compositions. Sibelius is the leading music composing 
software currently being used in the world today, since at BCC, we strive to provide the best 
opportunities for all students.   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Why Study Physical Education? 
Physical Education involves students learning in, about and through physical activity. Physical Education 
focuses on the complex interrelationships between motor learning, psychological and other factors that 
influence individual and team physical performances. The course also focuses on the wider social 
attitudes to and understandings of physical activity.  
Learning in, about and through physical activity will enable students to acquire knowledge, skills and 
understandings directly and indirectly as they participate in and study physical activity. To allow students 
to develop as intelligent performers the thinking skills associated with the cognitive processes are part of 
the learning in Physical Education.  
Students make meaning of complex understandings by providing connections with their real-life 
contexts. From this basis of understanding students can apply these experiences to increasingly diverse 
and less familiar circumstances. In this subject students learn to make judgments regarding their 
involvement in physical activity in a variety of roles, such as participant, spectator, official or observer.  
These aspects of the subject will be demonstrated as students become involved in processes which 
could include planning psychological strategies for pre-match preparation, examining the impact of 
gender stereotypes on participation in physical activity, increasing their own physical fitness and 
developing an aesthetic appreciation of performance.  
 
What do students learn? 
Students study four physical activities over the course with equal time and emphasis given to each 
activity. The four physical activities covered at Bundaberg Christian College will be selected from a 
diverse number of activities such as swimming (100m freestyle), football (touch, soccer or American 
football), athletics, basketball and tennis. Subject matter is drawn from three focus areas which are:  

 Learning physical skills related to the activities.  

 Processes and effects of training and exercise including physiology of exercise, training and 
program development and how these can improve team and individual performance.  

 Sport, physical activity and exercise in the context of Australian society.  
 
How do students learn? 
Approximately 50% of timetabled time involves students engaging in physical activity. Students will be 
involved in a variety of written, oral and physical learning experiences that are focused on the study of 
the four physical activities. Learning experiences could include activities such as designing a training 
program for an event, analysing fitness profiles, and analysing popular beliefs about physical activity. 
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SCIENCE 1 ï Physics and Chemistry 
 

Why study Physics and Chemistry? 
 
Chemistry 
The study of Chemistry engages students and teachers in an exciting and dynamic investigation of the 
material universe. Chemistry provides a platform and conduit in which humankind can interact with and 
explore matter. This is the essence of Chemistry. Chemistry helps us to understand the links between 
the macroscopic properties of the world and the subatomic particles and forces that account for those 
properties. The application of chemistry enables us to make sense of the physical world. Understanding 
and applying chemical concepts, models, procedures and intellectual processes aids in humankindôs 
management of the planetôs limited resources and could provide the key to our continuing survival. 
Chemistry can provide a uniting feature across most scientific undertakings especially where ñtraditionalò 
science boundaries are becoming blurred. 
 
Physics 
The development of understanding of physical phenomena occurs in Physics by means of methods of 
inquiry that have been refined over the past three hundred years. A culture of physics has emerged that 
values methods of precise measurement, reproducible experimentation and powerful mathematical 
relationships. Today, these methods continue to contribute to the development and provision of new 
information, ideas and theories to explain observations and experiences.  
The study of Physics provides students with a means of enhancing their understanding of the world 
around them, a way of achieving useful knowledge and skills and a stepping stone for further study. An 
understanding of Physics adds to and refines the development of studentsô scientific literacy.  
 
The study of Chemistry and Physics provides students with a means of enhancing their understanding of 
the world around them, a way of achieving useful knowledge and skills and a stepping stone for further 
study. It adds to and refines the development of studentsô scientific literacy. An understanding of 
chemistry and physics is essential for many vocations.  
 
 
What do students study?  
The subject matter of Chemistry and Physics is derived from key concepts and key ideas which are 
progressively developed over the course of study.  
The key concepts for Physics are organised under the headings of Forces, Energy and Motion.  
The key concepts for Chemistry are organised under the headings of Structure and Reactions.  
 
Physics 
Forces  

 The nature of a force.  

 Forces that act on objects influence their state of equilibrium.  

 Forces are able to influence the motion and shape of objects.  

 The forces that act on objects influence their internal energy.  
Energy  

 Energy may take different forms originating from forces between, or relative motion of, particles 
or objects.  

 Energy is conserved.  

 Energy transfer processes provide us with different ways of using and dealing with energy and 
radiation and these have different social consequences and applications.  

Motion  

 Motion can be described in different ways.  

 Motion can be analysed in different ways.  

 Motion can be described using various models and modern theories.  
 
Chemistry 
Structure  
All matter is composed of atoms.   
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 Materials can be categorised and represented symbolically and their macroscopic properties can 
be explained and predicted from understandings about electronic structure and bonding.  

Reactions  

 Specific criteria can be used to classify chemical reactions.  

 Chemical reactions involve energy changes.  

 The mole concept and stoichiometry enable the determination of quantities in chemical 
processes.  

 Specialised qualitative and quantitative techniques are used to determine quantity, composition 
and type.  

 Chemical reactions are influenced by the conditions under which they take place and, being 
reversible, may reach a state of equilibrium.  

 
How do students learn?  
In selecting learning experiences, teachers have many opportunities to offer interesting activities, 
especially:  

 researching from primary and secondary sources  

 accessing and using computers, including internet research  

 undertaking national science initiatives and competitions  

 developing decision-making skills  

 interpreting data from wide-ranging sources, including media  

 analysing current strategies or policies of the issue being investigated  

 analysing strategies and evaluating effectiveness or improvements  

 applying the principles of research ethics  

 formulating hypotheses and testing them through fieldwork, experiments, interviews and research  

 predicting impact of recommendations of a science report/experiment  

 proposing and/or implementing strategies for improvement  

 solving problems  

 engaging in active research projects, independently and with groups and teams  

 participating in forum discussions and debates  

 sharing information mutually beneficial to the group  

 advocating for change.  
 
How are students assessed? 
A wide range of assessment techniques will be used to determine the relationships between student 
achievement and the exit criteria of the course (Knowledge and conceptual understanding, Investigative 
processes, and Evaluating and concluding). Assessment techniques in this syllabus are grouped under 
categories and may include:  

 Extended experimental investigations where students develop an experiment to investigate a 
hypothesis or to answer a practical research question.  

 Supervised assessments, where students are required to sit written tests which test general 
knowledge of a topic. 

 Extended response tasks involve a Physics or Chemistry question regarding a circumstance or 
issue and while they are essentially non-experimental they may draw on experimental data.  
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SCIENCE 2 ï Biology and Science21 
 
Why study Biology and Science21? 
 
Biology is the study of the natural systems of the living world. It is characterised by a view of life as a 
unique phenomenon with fundamental unity. Living processes and systems have many interacting 
factors that make quantification and prediction difficult. An understanding of these processes and 
systems requires integration of many branches of knowledge. 

 
Science 21 involves an exploration of themes in real-world contexts that are of intrinsic interest and 
importance to students ð the way the human body works, the ways we communicate, our place in the 
universe, our environment, our enjoyment of both synthesised and natural things. 
 
The study of this subject will provide students with opportunities to: 

 gain insight into the scientific manner of investigating problems pertaining to the living world 

 experience the processes of science, which lead to the discovery of new knowledge 

 develop a deeper understanding and an enhanced aesthetic appreciation of the living world. 

 develop knowledge and understanding of science  

 develop skills in scientific investigative processes  

 develop an appreciation of scientific issues and the impacts of science  

 develop the capacity to communicate about science in a variety of forms.  
 
Participation in this Science subject enables students to engage in creative scientific thinking and to 
apply their knowledge in practical situations. The study of Biology will help students foresee the 
consequences for the living world of their own, and societyôs, activities. This will enable them to 
participate as informed and responsible citizens in decision-making processes, the outcomes of which 
will affect the living world both now and in the future.  
 
The study of Science 21 encourages students to develop a broad understanding of science relevant to 
the young adult. In todayôs scientific and technological age, it is recommended for all students. The 
interdisciplinary nature of Science21 enables students to become knowledgeable and active participants 
in a scientifically rich society.  
 
What do students study? 
Biology is concerned with the study of the phenomenon of life in all its manifestations. It encompasses 
studies of the origin, development, functioning and evolution of living systems and the consequences of 
intervention in those systems. Understandings are developed in terms of concepts inherent in the 
principles of biology which are: 

 Survival of species is dependent on individuals staying alive long enough to reproduce. 

 At every level of organisation in the living world structure and function are interrelated. 

 Each level of organisation in the living world has its own unique aspects and there is continual 
interaction of structure and function between these levels. 

 Continuity and change occur at all organisational levels in the living world. Changes may be 
cyclical or directional. The continuity of life is a balance between all the change processes. 

 
Science 21 explores five focus areas including: 

 Structure and properties of matter,  

 Living systems,  

 Earth and space,  

 Energy and Information 

 Communication.  
 
Students will study topics such as various forms of technology; genetics and infectious diseases; natural 
disasters; contributions of famous scientists including Einstein, Darwin and Newton; climate change and 
global warming; space; alternative energies; and biodiversity. Using processes based on real scientific   
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inquiry, you will ask questions, devise practical methods of gathering scientific data, evaluate issues and 
assess the impacts of science, today and in the future.  
 
What do students do? 
Students in Biology will participate in a wide range of activities to develop their knowledge of biology and 
their ability to solve problems arising in their everyday experiences. The course places considerable 
emphasis upon practical work conducted within a laboratory and in the field. Field work is integrated with 
the study of the key concepts to help students better understand biological phenomena. During practical 
activities students learn to examine collected data, suggest hypotheses that explain observations, and 
design and conduct experiments. 
 
Within Science 21 students will seek to integrate processes based on real scientific inquiry, you will ask 
questions, devise practical methods of gathering scientific data, evaluate issues and assess the impacts 
of science, today and in the future in a Scientifically literate way.  
 
How are students assessed? 
A wide variety of assessment methods will be provided, giving all students scope to succeed. These may 
include:  

 supervised tests, including multiple-choice, short and extended response questions, and 
responses to stimulus  

 extended practical investigations, involving gathering and analysis of data obtained through 
controlled experiments or field observations  

 extended research tasks, involving gathering and analysis of secondary research data  

 collection of work, involving a collection of short, related research activities.  
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SCIENCE 3 ï Marine Studies 
 
Why study Marine Studies? 
Marine Studies is a diverse subject that provides students with a range of experiences in the marine 
environment. It provides a combination of theoretical knowledge and practical application through a 
blend of classroom activities and first-hand experiences. The subject provides unique learning 
experiences in areas such as mariner skills and marine environmental studies, through the study of 
topics such as marine biology, oceanography, boating and personal water skills. Because many of the 
topics included in the syllabus are related to marine industries, Marine Studies can enhance studentsô 
employment opportunities, establish a basis for their further education, and develop responsible attitudes 
towards the marine environment. 
 
What do students learn? 
The Marine Studies syllabus offers students an extensive range of core and elective topics. 
Topics include components relating to the elements of the Senior Marine Studies course. 

 Boating 

 Navigation 

 Marine communication 

 Personal water skills 

 Oceanography 

 Marine biology 

 Managing marine resources 

 Weather and tides 
 
How do students learn? 
The development of student knowledge and skills in Marine Studies is an active process. Learning 
experiences include practical student experience in the marine environment, and planned research and 
investigative tasks that help students acquire the knowledge, processes and skills they need to meet the 
general objectives of the syllabus. Marine Studies encourages the development of research skills by 
applying to units of study an investigation model that employs the critical thinking skills of the general 
objectives. The development of practical skills associated with the marine environment is part of many 
units. Students have the opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge required in such areas as 
personal water skills, boating, and navigation. Practical work and field studies form an integral part of this 
subject. Field work may range from local, short-duration activities to an extended excursion. Safety is an 
important consideration whenever activities occur in this environment, and is therefore a major focus of 
all aspects of Marine Studies. 
 
How is student work assessed? 
Assessment in Marine Studies is criterion-based and is designed to help students demonstrate 
achievement in the objectives of the syllabus. The criteria used are Knowledge and understanding, 
Information processing and reasoning, and Skill. 
Assessment tasks that students could undertake include: 
practical skill-based activities, which may be useful for assessment of Skill and Information processing 
and reasoning 

 a report, written or non-written, on an investigation or field activity  

 an extended response ð in a written, non-written or multimedia form ð to information, research, 
field activities, reports, case studies, or practical situations; formats may include essays, feature 
articles, submissions to real or simulated public inquiries, letters, forums, debates 

 a supervised written exam; formats may include multiple-choice questions, matching/classifying 
exercises, true/false exercises, and/or short written responses ranging from one sentence to one 
or more paragraphs. 

 
Marine Studies requires access to physical resources associated with boating and other water-based 
activities. Some activities may incur costs to students. 
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STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
Why study SOSE? 
In our everyday life, people ask meaningful questions, collect evidence, sift through it, analyse and 
evaluate it, to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. These answers provide a context for 
our own lives and establish a range of values that shape our attitudes, beliefs and behaviours. 

Studies of Society and Environment in the Christian school should enable students to develop a 

Biblically-based Christian world view which relates to the historic, geographic, social and economic 

aspects of the curriculum. Students are encouraged to act responsibly and effectively, in responding 

to and where possible, influencing society's future development. 

 
What do students learn? 
The Year 10 SOSE program at Bundaberg Christian College presents students with an extensive range 
of themes and topics covering History, Geography and Studies of Religion, representing a range of 
scales, contexts, and geographic locations. 
The course that students study encompasses an exploration of: 

 Coastal Environments ï an investigation into process, policies and impacts upon our immediate 
Marine ecosystems. 

 World Religions ï An examination of the practices and belief systems of Societies around the 
world, including, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism. 

 Conflict ï a look at the most significant conflicts of the 20th Century, their causes and impacts. 
 

How do students learn? 
Social study is based on inquiry. While the teaching of SOSE may involve expository and text-based 
teaching, the main approach to learning is student inquiry. Students are actively involved in locating, 
interpreting, analysing and evaluating historical sources, both primary and secondary.  
Using the inquiry approach, students identify issues for investigation, develop research questions to 
investigate inquiry topics, locate, analyse and evaluate sources, and reach conclusions or make 
judgments about the question they have identified. 
 
How is student work assessed? 
Assessment in Year 10 SOSE is criterion-based and is designed to help students to demonstrate 
achievement in the objectives of the program. The criteria used are: 
 

 Planning and using a research process  

 Forming knowledge through critical inquiry, and 

 Communicating knowledge 
 
Students will be assessed in each of four categories of assessment, including: 

 test essays in response to historical sources,  

 research assignments in response to inquiry questions,  

 multimodal presentations that may include non-written and visual presentations such as video, 
Powerpoint or interactive CD-ROM materials,  

 short response and response to stimulus tests. 
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VISUAL ART 
 
Why study Visual Art? 
Visual Art is a powerful and pervasive means which students use to make images and objects, 
communicating aesthetic meaning and understanding from informed perspectives. In a world of 
increasing communication technologies, knowledge and understanding of how meanings are constructed 
and óreadô is fundamental to becoming a critical consumer and/or producer of art works. 
God is the great Creator. He is the ultimate source and origin of all creativity. The universe and man are 
his masterpiece. Man was made in His image and therefore partakes in a limited but significant manner 
in His creativity. Every race and nation testifies to this. The Arts represent an important field for this 
creative work, whose ultimate goal and purpose is His glorification. 
Visual Art uses an inquiry learning model, enabling multi-modal thinking and individual responses though 
researching, developing, resolving and reflecting. Through making and appraising, resolution and display 
of artworks, students understand and acknowledge the role of visual art and the contributions of visual 
artists, designers and craftspeople. 
In making artworks, students define and solve visual problems by using visual language and expression, 
experimenting and applying media to communicate thoughts, feelings, ideas, experiences and 
observations. In appraising artworks, students investigate artistic expression and critically analyse 
artworks within diverse contexts. 
 
What is studied? 
Using the inquiry processes of researching, developing, resolving and reflecting, students explore and 
express concepts and chosen focuses through a range of contexts and media areas. 
Each media area has its own knowledge, materials, techniques, technologies and processes. 
Students are encouraged to work across media areas, listed below. 
Design: 

 graphic / illustration 

 product 

 curatorial 

 cross-arts projects/events 
Time based media: 

 electronic imaging 

 film & animation 

 3-D objects 

 sculpture 

 ceramics 

 installation 

 fibre art 

 wearable art & body adornment 
2-D images: 

 drawing 

 painting 

 printmaking 

 photographic 
 
Students also study a diverse range of artists, artworks, visual language and expression from a variety of 
social, cultural and historical contexts. Over a course of study, students form their own personal 
aesthetic (style and expression) through individual responses when they make and appraise artworks. 
 
How do students learn? 
In making artworks, students define and solve visual problems by using visual language and expression 
(including visual elements, principles of composition, sign and symbolism) relevant to concepts, focuses, 
contexts and media. This involves students in: 
observing, collecting, compiling and recording visual, verbal and sensory information and ideas from 
specific sources and contexts  
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 selecting, exploring, manipulating and exploiting materials, techniques, processes and 
technologies in particular media areas to communicate meanings 

 translating and interpreting ideas through media manipulation to invent images and objects. 

 In appraising artworks, students determine and communicate meanings. This involves them in: 

 demonstrating knowledge and understanding of artworks in contexts that relate to concepts, 
focuses, contexts and media 

 analysing, interpreting, synthesising and evaluating information to discern meanings 

 making informed judgments 

 justifying positions when determining the aesthetic value of artworks 

 using suitable visual arts terminology, language and referencing conventions. 
 
How are students assessed? 
A wide range of assessment techniques is used to judge student achievement. These include: making 
folio; experimental folio; short and extended writing such as reports, essays, tests, reviews, critiques; 
orals; seminar presentations and exhibitions.  
Achievement in Visual Art is judged by matching a student's achievement in the assessment tasks with 
the exit criteria of the subject. The exit criteria are Visual literacy, Application and Appraising. 
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INFORMATION SKILLS 
 
 
At Bundaberg Christian College we promote information literacy so that our students become effective 
learners.  To be information literate students need to be able to recognise when information is needed 
and that they have the ability to locate, evaluate and use the needed information in an effective way.  
The knowledge, understandings and the necessary skills for learning are introduced developmentally 
and incrementally within each subject as the need arises.  
We encourage our students to learn how to learn by teaching them how knowledge is organised, how to 
find information and how to use information in such a way that others can learn from them.   
We expect that students will develop sound research skills and that this is reflected in their assignment 
work. Assignments should include consultation of a variety of sources to locate information (eg. books, 
DVDs, websites, magazines), effective note-taking , writing a draft in the students own words, editing 
and proofreading to a final copy and a bibliography that lists all sources quoted directly or ideas referred 
to. The college takes a strong stand against plagiarism. 
The Student Organiser has information on how to reference and write a bibliography, there are posters 
permanently on display in the upstairs research area of the library and we have a class set of books that 
detail how to reference and write a bibliography. The Teacher Librarian is always available to assist 
students when required. 
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COMMON CURRICULUM ELEMENTS 
 
The 49 common curriculum elements is a set of generic skills which the Queensland Studies Authority 
considers all students are gaining throughout their education. Students will be experiencing these 
throughout their school life, across the full range of subjects. These are formally assessed by the QSA in 
the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test in Year 12. 
 
Recognising letters, words and other symbols  
Finding material in an indexed collection  
Recalling/remembering  
Interpreting the meaning of words or other symbols  
Interpreting the meaning of pictures/illustrations  
Interpreting the meaning of tables or diagrams or maps or graphs  
Translating from one form to another  
Using correct spelling, punctuation, grammar  
Using vocabulary appropriate to a context  
Summarising/condensing written text  
Compiling lists/statistics  
Recording/noting data  
Compiling results in a tabular form  
Graphing  
Calculating with or without calculator  
Estimating numerical magnitude  
Approximating a numerical value  
Substituting in formulae  
Setting out/presenting/arranging/displaying  
Structuring/organising extended written text  
Structuring/organising a mathematical argument  
Explaining to others  
Expounding a viewpoint  
Empathising  
Comparing, contrasting  
Classifying  
Interrelating ideas/themes/issues  
Reaching a conclusion which is necessarily true provided a given set of assumptions is true  
Reaching a conclusion which is consistent with a given set of assumptions  
Inserting an intermediate between members of a series  
Extrapolating  
Applying strategies to trial and test ideas and procedures  
Applying a progression of steps to achieve the required answer  
Generalising from information  
Hypothesising  
Criticising  
Analysing  
Synthesising  
Judging/evaluating  
Creating/composing/devising  
Justifying  
Perceiving patterns  
Visualising  
Identifying shapes in two and three dimensions  
Searching and locating items/information  
Observing systematically  
Gesturing  
Manipulating/operating/using equipment  
Sketching/drawing 
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YEAR 11 AND 12 EDUCATION  
INFORMATION OF INTEREST FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

OP ELIGIBILITY  
 
To qualify for entrance into University, students require an OP. An OP will be granted to students who 
have studied a minimum of 20 semester units of Authority Subjects (see list page 4), i.e. 5 Authority 
Subjects. Students may change some subjects during the 2 years, but must study all 4 semesters of at 
least 3 subjects, to remain OP eligible.  
 

THE QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION  
 
This is the new qualification given to people who gain 20 credit points at a set standard (see below). 
Points can be earned in many different ways, and students have 9 years in which to accumulate the 
points. Therefore, the Certificate may or may not be awarded at the completion of Year 12. The QSA 
website has a great deal of information about the QCE.  
 
The following brief explanation of terms may help make subject selection easier.   
 

 Overall Position (OP) is the name given to the ranking used for tertiary entrance that eligible 
students receive at the completion of Year 12.  See your guidance officer or school counsellor for 
details of the rules on eligibility for an OP. 

 Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is a broad-based school qualification awarded to 
young people who have achieved a significant amount of learning at a set standard and have met 
certain literacy and numeracy requirements.  The QCE is your passport to move confidently from 
school to work, training, and further education.  A QCE will be awarded to students achieving 20 
credits in the required pattern at the required standard, and meeting the literacy and numeracy 
requirements.  

 Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test is conducted over 2 days in 3rd term for Year 12 students.  To 
be eligible for an OP you must sit the QCS Test. All OP eligible students are required to sit the QCS 
test.  If you are not eligible for an OP, the test is voluntary.   

 Prerequisite.  A subject or qualification required for eligibility for entry to a particular course of study 
or future career. 

 Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre Ltd (QTAC) acts on behalf of universities and TAFE 
institutes to publish course information and requirements, to provide application materials and to 
receive and process applications. 

 Selection Rank (or tertiary entrance rank or score) is calculated for Senior students who apply for a 
university or TAFE course through QTAC and who are not eligible for an OP.  It is determined by a 
combination of achievements that appear on the Senior Certificate, including Authority, Authority-
registered and Recorded subjects and the Queensland Core Skills Test.  Other types of Selection 
Ranks are calculated for tertiary applicants who are not school leavers. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 
 
 
QCE Queensland Certificate of Education 
QCS Test Queensland Core Skills Test 
QSA Queensland Studies Authority 
QTAC The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
SAS Study Area Specification (This is an Authority Registered Subject) 
TEPA Tertiary Entrance Procedures Authority 
 
 

 
USEFUL INTERNET SITES 
 
QSAôs Career Information 
www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au 
 
Queensland Studies Authority 
http://www.qsa.edu.au/ 
 
Job Guide 
http://jobguide.dest.gov.au 
 
QTAC ï Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
http://www.qtac.edu.au/ 
 
TAFE Queensland 
http://www.tafe.qld.edu.au/ 
 
Tertiary Entrance Procedures Authority (TEPA) 
http://www.tepa.qld.edu.au 
 
SUN Program 
www.cqu.edu.au/sun 
 
Bundaberg Christian College 
www.bcc.net.au/careers 
 
 
Additional site links can be found on the Careers page of the College Website. 
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