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INTRODUCTION 
 
Year 8 students will study a total of 14 subjects throughout the year.  Some subjects 
are studied for the whole year, while other subjects are studied for one third of the 
year. These 9 subjects give students a „taste‟ of a range of subjects from which they 
will be able to select in Year 9. 

 
YEAR-LONG SUBJECTS 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Studies of Society & Environment (SOSE) 

 Christian Living 
 
SHORT COURSE SUBJECTS 

 Health & Physical Education (HPE) 

 Creative & Performing Arts (CAPA) 

 Home Economics 

 Woodwork 

 Metalwork 

 Agricultural Science 

 Music 

 Graphics 

 Japanese 
 

In Year 8, it is expected that students will spend an average of 1-1/2 hours per 

school night on homework, study and assignment preparation work. 

On the following pages are descriptions of all Year 8 subjects, in alphabetical order. 
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
 
The Bundaberg Region is one of Australia‟s most dynamic and progressive agricultural regions. The 

study of Agricultural Science allows students to learn about this important aspect of our local area, but in 

doing so to also learn applications of scientific, technological and environmental principles. Examples of 

these in year 8 include: 

 Soil Science (mineral types, composition, plant nutrients),  

 Plant Industries (an overview of the variety of crops and their cultivation),  

 Agricultural History (some of the important figures of the past and their contributions to 
agriculture),  

 Basic Engine operation (the 4 stroke cycle and the variations to it seen in 2 stoke and diesel 
engines) 

 Animal Industries (an overview of animal industries and the terms for working with them) 
Agricultural Science not only allows students to learn these principles but also allows them to learn many 

of them by actually doing, so during the course of study, students will: 

 Grow a vegetable crop 

 Use many tools both in crop cultivation and animal husbandry 

 Work safely with animals and plants. 
 

Assessment for the subject is varied, catering to learners styles and includes: 

 Workplace Health and Safety on the Farm 

 Group practical crop work (agronomy) 

 Practical identification of tools, hays, seeds, fertilizers etc 

 Written assignment 

 Formal exam 
 
Hoof & Hook 
An extension program for students involved in Agricultural Science is the Hoof and Hook program, which 
operates as a club both in Thursday Afternoon Activities (periods 5 and 6), and after school until 5.00pm. 
Hoof & Hook requires an extra time commitment and a commitment in terms of money for the various 
excursions and shows, and for the purchase of uniforms. Hoof and Hook allows students to gain 
valuable skills in grooming and showing of cattle and appraising and commenting on cattle in the show 
ring. For students who enjoy working with animals this program is a must!     
 

 

CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 
The study of creative arts needs little justification. God is Creator and we are made in His image.  We 
are creative people, capable of appreciating and using a wide range of creative expressions and thus 
creative arts have intrinsic meaning. The arts are bound up with our living and are a constant source of 
appreciation, enjoyment, challenge or stimulation. The arts belong to life and are an essential ingredient 
of our daily experience.  
God the Creator has gifted men and women with various skills, gifts, insights and abilities, including 
those we call creative. We cannot properly separate these into physical, mental or spiritual realms (see 
Exodus 35:30-35). These gifts were meant to enrich the whole community of people living in relationship 
with their Creator. At their finest they will be used like other gifts and skills to build up the community of 
faith, to bring pleasure, to uplift and to enhance worship and to glorify God. 
Students use their creativity, imagination and senses to express ideas about social, cultural, historical 

and spiritual contexts through Drama and Visual Art. They extend their aesthetic understandings of arts 

elements and languages. They create their own arts works and present and respond to their own and 
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others‟ arts works, considering intended audiences and intended purposes. They 

recognise that there are many different arts disciplines and that people may choose 

to work as artists or use their expressive capabilities in other areas of their 

recreational and working lives.  

 
It is not necessary to have prior knowledge in this area.   
Students should however show a keen interest in learning art and drama. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in relation to the following 
assessable elements: 

 knowledge and understanding 

 creating 

 presenting 

 responding 

 reflecting. 
 

ENGLISH 
 
Students use their imagination, creativity and world views to interpret and construct English texts that 
share their ideas, persuade audiences and address issues and events in their own lives and 
communities. They recognise how English relates to shared cultural understandings, and to local, 
national and global settings. They analyse and evaluate how texts position audiences to view people, 
characters, places, events, things, issues and ideas in particular ways and with particular implications 
and impacts.  
 
Students use the essential processes of Ways of working to develop and demonstrate their 
Knowledge and understanding. They individually and collaboratively interpret and construct texts by 
understanding and manipulating language elements to position the audience and suit their subject matter 
and purpose. They develop an understanding of the interconnectedness between speaking, listening, 
reading, viewing, writing and designing, and how they see themselves as users of English. They reflect 
on their own and others‟ language choices to achieve particular purposes, and how they can apply their 
learning in future applications. 
 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in relation to the following assessable 
elements: 

 knowledge and understanding 

 interpreting texts 

 constructing texts 

 appreciating texts 

 reflecting.  
 
To achieve these Essential Learnings in English, students 
study a variety of texts in Year 8.  These include the textbook, Nelson Queensland English One, as 
well as C.S. Lewis‟s Chronicles of Narnia series.  They will be involved in a wide variety of writing tasks 
including one major imaginative story based on one of the Seven Basic Plots, usually Quest.  Students 
will also read Shakespeare‟s Julius Caesar as well as do a variety of practical writing tasks.   
Each term there will be a major assessment piece as well as a minor one, usually a book review.  The 
goal of the course is to prepare students for further study in English, particularly towards Senior English. 
God is the ultimate source of all knowledge. The universe and humans are His masterpiece. God 

initiated the diverse cultures among the people of the earth, as they were separated into tribes and social 

groups.  The most significant possession in every culture is its language. God gave humans the 

necessary equipment for language, and initiated its beginnings. Christians refer to the written word, the 
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Bible, for the Truth about how we should live our lives, and how we as imperfect humans still have the 

potential for redemption through God‟s own sacrifice in His Son our Lord Jesus Christ.  The use of 

language and literacy should reflect these truths. 

 
Human society and its cultures are dynamic, adapting and evolving over time. Because of the changes 
that occur within societies, languages also remain dynamic, ever growing in diversity and complexity.  
Language is a highly valuable expression of culture, and is one of the Key Learning Areas in Christian 
Education. It should be treasured and taught both for itself and for what it reveals of God‟s Truth.  
 
In the Junior English work program students will learn to speak, listen to, read, view, write and shape 
texts to make meaning for purpose, with impact and with confidence in a wide range of contexts. By so 
doing students can become effective communicators and participants in Australian English.  
 
As a Christian School the Bundaberg Christian College promotes the equipping of students “to make a 
positive impact on the world around them.” The English program seeks to make this possible through 
developing students‟ abilities to use their knowledge of language according to context, purpose, 
audience and content. As they develop this ability they can discuss, critique and reflect on the use of 
language. 
 
Christian values promote the sharing of the Christian message, not only in the classroom, but also within 
the community. The English program will develop students who can articulate language in cultural, 
social, economic and technological places, events and systems, and provide opportunities for those 
students to participate in an increasingly diverse and dynamic climate of language use and literacy. 
 

 

GRAPHICS 
 

Graphics is communicating information about 2-D and 3-D shapes in exact and pictorial ways using hand 

drawing and computer aided techniques. Historically, graphical communication has been the basis of 

human interaction since the early days. Today graphic imagery underpins all forms of communication in 

modern society and is applied across technical, social and national boundaries.  Careers that extensively 

require graphic skills are trades such as Metal Fabrication (Boilermaking), Machining, Fitting and 

Turning, Mechanics, Electrical, Cabinet making, Building and construction, Plumbing, and Professionals 

such as Architects, Teachers, Draftspersons, and Engineers.  Research and Development organisations 

and departments also require people with excellent graphics expertise, imagination and problem solving 

skills. 

 

Graphics is a form of communication that develops visual, creative and technical expression skills. It 

would be a distinct advantage for students to have access to a computer at home as some work will be 

completed using CAD software.  

 

Students will complete “homework assignments and class work” on a regular basis throughout the 

course.  There will be a small Design Assignments, but the emphasis will focused on the drawings 

produced.  A theory and practical examination will be conducted at the end of the course and a high 

standard of presentation of work completed is required.  Graphics is a very rewarding 

subject for students who have great imagination, can problem solve and enjoy 

practical/art skills.  
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit. We can function better for longer, and serve God if we are 
healthy and happy. Therefore, we should be wise stewards of our bodies, through choosing healthy 
lifestyles. HPE encourages young people to live healthy lifestyles – and have a lot of fun along the way! 
Good health, fitness, sport and physical activity have become important elements to the Australian way 
of life. Therefore, upon leaving school it becomes essential for young people to be able to: 
 

 accept responsibility for decisions regarding their own health; 

 make informed, rational decisions as to their involvement in physical 
activities  (including sport); 

 improve personal performance in the activities chosen; and 

 appreciate the cultural values and ethos in such activities. 
 
Health and Physical Education will provide a foundation for making such 
decisions and evaluations through: 

 learning about ways of maintaining healthy lifestyles; 

 learning prerequisite skills of, and participating in, skilful physical 
activities such as sport and outdoor pursuits; 

 learning how to improve performance in these activities and examining their place in Australian 
society. 

 
Year 8 HPE is the obvious prelude to Year 9 HPE; then the Year 10 subject PHYSICAL EDUCATION; 
and then the Year 11 and 12 Authority subject PHYSICAL EDUCATION, and Year 11 and 12 Authority 
Registered subject RECREATION. All of these subjects are valuable courses for any student who is 
interested in a career in the health, sports or exercise fields. However, no year level is a prerequisite for 
the next (though it is advisable to keep doing Year 11 and 12 in the same subject). 

 
 
SPORTS STUDIED 
Year 8 – depending on the time of year: swimming OR soccer (or another team ball sport) OR athletics. 
MAIN THEORY TOPIC AREAS 

 Participating in Physical Activity: including functional anatomy (bones, muscles etc.); sports 
strategies and tactics; 

 Individual and Community Health: including sun safety; smoking, drugs and alcohol; diet and 
nutrition; exercise;  

 Personal Development and Relationships: including self esteem; relationships with family, friends 
and others. Much of this topic area is covered in another subject – Christian Living. 
 

Students will enjoy participate in a wide range of physical activities (i.e. not just their „favourite sport/s‟) 
and be willing to try and practice new skills. They must also be willing to study the theory work, do 
homework and complete assignments. 
Students‟ understanding of the theory component will be assessed via either a written research 
assignment or a short answer exam. In practical areas (i.e. the sports studied), the students‟ 
performance, effort and improvement – relative to their own personal potential - will be assessed.   
 
 

HOME ECONOMICS 
 
Home economics is a practical subject that aims to give students skills towards becoming independent.  

The course involves the preparation and production of a range of dishes designed to introduce students 

to the kitchen environment and give basic skills to provide for the well being of themselves and others.  

This cooking aspect of the course is assessed through a practical and theoretical exam.  
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In the second half of the course the students become familiar with the 
sewing machine and some basic techniques in the textile production.   
Student skills are assessed on the design and creation of a cushion cover.  
Health and safety procedures are taught for both areas of study. 
 
Overall Home economics is a useful subject providing life skills for students 
on the road to independence.   Students learn that both men and women 
have a role in nurturing the family.  The underpinning Christian theme is the 

belief that when we diligently and lovingly serve our families we are serving God.   
 

 

JAPANESE 
 
In year 8 Japanese students study Japanese  for one semester. In the first term they learn about 

Japanese culture and how to say greetings and a self introduction. Students 

also learn about the writing systems and write a self introduction using script. 

In the second term we learn about Japanese currency, shopping and 

ordering at a Japanese restaurant. The course is designed to provide 

students with good practical information that would be useful when in contact 

with Japanese people, and also provides a good basis for those students 

seeking to further their Japanese studies in Year 9 and 10. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Numeracy is one of life‟s most important skills. Year 8 Mathematics is designed to provide a 

consolidation of the skills, concepts and knowledge that were covered in year 7. This will then form a 

solid foundation of mathematical understanding that will be extended over the course of the year.  

Year 8 Mathematics is of course different to Year 7 Maths, students study a topic in depth for several 

weeks and are then assessed on their understanding of that topic. The course will then revisit many of 

the topics learnt in term 1, re-applying them in new situations. 

 

Topics studied include Number, Patterns and Algebra, Measurement and 

Space, and Chance and Data.  

Assessment is based on end of topic tests as well as an assignment per 

term. Student learning is also supplemented with weekly homework book 

tasks and homework designed to supplement class work and build good 

study habits. 

 

Learning experiences include practical investigations, problem solving 

tasks, book work and group work activities. 

 

 

METALWORK 
 
 
Metalwork is a practical subject that develops hand and machine skills using a 

range of projects. Students in Metalwork  

learn to work effectively with others while adhering to strict safety rules.  

Personal skills gained by studying Metalwork include an appreciation of 
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design, independence in work habits and development of pride in their own work as students focus on 

detail and quality.   

 

Students will be able to select Metalwork as an elective subject throughout their schooling.  They may 

choose this subject because they are thinking about a career (eg. an apprentice) in one the metal trade 

occupations, or are simply because they enjoy “making projects” and would like to continue this into their 

adulthood. 

 

Projects in year 8 may include some of the following: small toolbox, cake tin, egg flip, jewellery, 

electronics, fitting puzzle and a BBQ fork.  These are only examples of the type of work, skills and 

projects they could do and would progressively lead into more complex and vigorous projects in the 

following year grades.  The course of study would accumulate in Senior where 

students would construct a small working “steam engine”.  

 

 

Students‟ project work will be progressively assessed and is the focus 

of student evaluation. Some associated written assignments will be 

given, as well as basic theory tests (eg, tools and equipment 

identification, and safety).  

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
 
Music in Year 8 is quite a challenging subject in which students progress through the first grade of a 
program called Musicianship, which is examined by the Australian Music Examinations Board. 
Musicianship covers a comprehensive list of concepts related to written music and will assist the 
students‟ ability to not only write music, but to competently analyse it and to gain a greater understanding 
of what music is all about. 
 
Music in Year 8 concentrates on music reading (rhythm, pitch and tonality) with percussion performing 
skills taught to help concrete the foundations of timing and rhythm reading. The students further their 
learning of rhythm and tonality later in the course when they learn some guitar skills. 
 
Students do not have to be musically gifted to enjoy Year 8 Music, but need to show a willingness to 
participate and try new things. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 
 
The Year 8 Science course sets a platform for the remainder of Secondary schooling to build on and 
extend the foundational concepts that have been covered throughout Primary schooling. 
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Concepts of structured observations and „fair tests‟ are translated into „The 
Scientific Method‟ which will underpin all future Scientific studies both at school and 
beyond. This method will be utilised when performing experiments to investigate 
the world around us that God has created.  
These investigations will be tied together into conceptual groups that are aligned 
with the major disciplines of Science; being Life Sciences (Biology), Chemical 
Reactions (Chemistry), Forces and Gravity (Physics) and Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes (Earth Science). 
 
A combination of „hands on‟ experiments, guided demonstrations, text and internet research, group work 
and visiting specialists will ensure a varied and interesting year of discovery for all students. As the year 
progresses, the level of student involvement in the experiment design process will increase as will the 
responsibility required to manipulate more complex equipment. This will help prepare the students for the 
more rigorous demands of the Science program throughout Year 9 and into the Senior Years of 
schooling.  
 
Assessment will be completed through a combination of supervised experimental work, experiment 
reports, examinations and research assignments. 
 
 

STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
Studies of Society and Environment investigates how people in different times and places have 
related to each other, how people govern and are governed, how they manage resources and live in 
their environment. This area of study can be a major component in helping students to develop a 
Biblically-based Christian world view as it explores various people groups eg (nations) with their 
differing cultures and beliefs. 
 

In year 8 students study 5 separate units: 

 What is SOSE? An overview of the major themes and organiser in 
the SOSE program 

 Ancient Societies – An in depth study or Ancient Egypt, Greece, 
Rome or China 

 Australia‟s People – An examination of the customs and beliefs of 
Australia‟s first people, as well as a study of Australian law and government, culture, 
recreation and with a particular focus on Queensland. 

 Australia‟s Environments – This unit equips students with basic mapping and atlas skills 
before moving on to examine our natural environments and finishes with a case study of 
either rainforests or endangered species. 

 Local Area Study – this unit is designed to synthesise all of the skills learnt during the 
previous 4 units, by focusing on a local issue. This could include the way we use water, 
the use of farmland for urban development and how runoff impacts our marine 
environments.  

 

 

WOODWORK 
 
Some people will wonder why students are expected to study woodwork or manufacturing in this high 
tech age of information.  But despite the many innovations in materials and in manufacturing methods, 
timber is far from being yesterday's material.  In fact timber continues to be one of the most heavily 
utilised of all the manufacturing materials.  Timber is fun to work with, relatively inexpensive as well as 
one of the most beautiful of all building materials.  Through the process of manufacturing we are able to 
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build many beautiful products, which often become heirloom pieces, admired and treasured for 
centuries. 
Learning to work with timber is really only one part of the learning that takes place in woodwork.  More 

importantly, students learn to work effectively with others, being mindful of safety in everything they do.  

Personal skills gained by studying woodwork include an appreciation of design, independence in work 

habits and development of pride in their own work as students focus on detail and quality.  

Year 8 Woodwork provides an introduction to woodworking techniques, where students learn how to use 
tools safely, as well as basic shaping and joining techniques.  They create simple, useful and attractive 
items.  Woodwork is a lot of fun and students learn life-long skills and habits which will benefit them in 
other areas of work and study. 
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COMMON CURRICULUM ELEMENTS 
 

The 49 common curriculum elements is a set of generic skills which the Queensland Studies Authority 
considers all students are gaining throughout their education. Students will be experiencing these 
throughout their school life, across the full range of subjects. These are formally assessed by the QSA in 
the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test in Year 12. 
 
Recognising letters, words and other symbols  
Finding material in an indexed collection  
Recalling/remembering  
Interpreting the meaning of words or other symbols  
Interpreting the meaning of pictures/illustrations  
Interpreting the meaning of tables or diagrams or maps or graphs  
Translating from one form to another  
Using correct spelling, punctuation, grammar  
Using vocabulary appropriate to a context  
Summarising/condensing written text  
Compiling lists/statistics  
Recording/noting data  
Compiling results in a tabular form  
Graphing  
Calculating with or without calculator  
Estimating numerical magnitude  
Approximating a numerical value  
Substituting in formulae  
Setting out/presenting/arranging/displaying  
Structuring/organising extended written text  
Structuring/organising a mathematical argument  
Explaining to others  
Expounding a viewpoint  
Empathising  
Comparing, contrasting  
Classifying  
Interrelating ideas/themes/issues  
Reaching a conclusion which is necessarily true provided a given set of assumptions is true  
Reaching a conclusion which is consistent with a given set of assumptions  
Inserting an intermediate between members of a series  
Extrapolating  
Applying strategies to trial and test ideas and procedures  
Applying a progression of steps to achieve the required answer  
Generalising from information  
Hypothesising  
Criticising  
Analysing  
Synthesising  
Judging/evaluating  
Creating/composing/devising  
Justifying  
Perceiving patterns  
Visualising  
Identifying shapes in two and three dimensions  
Searching and locating items/information  
Observing systematically  
Gesturing  
Manipulating/operating/using equipment  
Sketching/drawing  
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INFORMATION SKILLS 
 

At Bundaberg Christian College we promote information literacy so that our students become effective 

learners.  To be information literate students need to be able to recognise when information is needed 

and that they have the ability to locate, evaluate and use the needed information in an effective way.  

The knowledge, understandings and the necessary skills for learning are introduced developmentally 

and incrementally within each subject as the need arises.  

We encourage our students to learn how to learn by teaching them how knowledge is organised, how to 

find information and how to use information in such a way that others can learn from them.   

We expect that students will develop sound research skills and that this is reflected in their assignment 

work. Assignments should include consultation of a variety of sources to locate information (eg. books, 

DVDs, websites, magazines), effective note-taking, writing a draft in the students own words, editing and 

proofreading to a final copy and a bibliography that lists all sources quoted directly or ideas referred to. 

The college takes a strong stand against plagiarism. 

The Student Organiser has information on how to reference and write a bibliography, there are posters 

permanently on display in the upstairs research area of the library and we have a class set of books that 

detail how to reference and write a bibliography. The Teacher Librarian is always available to assist 

students when required. 

 


