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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
The purpose of this booklet is to provide information about subjects offered at 
Bundaberg Christian College.  It is intended as a guide for students and their parents 
when facing decisions concerning appropriate subjects and courses to study.  The 
booklet also includes an explanation of the procedures used for tertiary entrance, and  
descriptions of the procedures for subject selection and subject changes.  
Subjects which are being offered in 2009: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Authority Subjects Authority Registered Subjects  
 

Agricultural Science English Communication 
Ancient History 
Biology 
Business Organisational and Management 
Chemistry 
Drama 
English 
Home Economics 
Information Technology Systems     
(embedded Certificate II in Information Technology)  
Marine Studies 
Mathematics A 

Pre Vocational Mathematics 
Agriculture and Horticulture 
Manufacturing 
Recreation 
Hospitality 
 
 
 

Mathematics B  
Music 
Music Extension 
Physics 
Physical Education 

 

Science 21  
Visual Art  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Class sizes and staff availability will determine which subjects will actually run in 
2009.  Some classes may be run as composite Yr 11 and 12 classes.  This is 
common across Queensland in many subjects and does not disadvantage students.  
Further questions should be directed to the subject teacher, either at Open Night or 
later at school. 
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SUBJECT SELECTION PROCEDURES 

 
The procedure for subject selection for Year 11 is incorporated in the Senior 
Education and Training Planning (SET) process and includes the following steps: 
 

 Subject Information Day 

 Subject Information Handbook ï distributed on Subject Information Day  

 Subject Information mini seminar on Open Night 

 Distribution of QTAC Tertiary Prerequisite 2008 Booklet 

 SET Planning including Triangle Meetings 

 Confirmation of subject lines  

 Verification of studentsô subject preferences using subject lines 

 Notification to students of subject offerings 

 
 

 

THE DOôS OF MAKING A SUBJECT CHOICE 
 

1. Do subjects you enjoy. 
 

2. Do subjects you are interested in. 
 

3. Do subjects in which you have already achieved good grades. 
 

4. Do subjects that will give you valuable life skills. 
 

5. Do subjects that can lead to the training choices you want. 

 

 

THE DONôTS OF MAKING A SUBJECT CHOICE 
 

1. Donôt let your friends decide for you. 
 

2. Donôt avoid a subject because of the teacher. 
 

3. Donôt let your siblingôs experience decide for you. 
 

4. Donôt take subjects because you think they will be óeasyô. 
 

5. Donôt choose a subject only because it will get you a good grade.  
 
6. Donôt let your parents pressure you (too much), but listen to their point of view. 
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OP ELIGIBILITY  
 
To qualify for entrance into University, students require an OP. An OP will be granted to 
students who have studied a minimum of 20 semester units of Authority Subjects (see list 
page 4), i.e. 5 Authority Subjects. Students may change some subjects during the 2 years, 
but must study all 4 semesters of at least 3 subjects, to remain OP eligible.  
 

THE QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION  
 
This is the new qualification given to people who gain 20 credit points at a set standard (see 
below). Points can be earned in many different ways, and students have 9 years in which to 
accumulate the points. Therefore, the Certificate may or may not be awarded at the 
completion of year 12. The QSA website has a great deal of information about the QCE.  
 
The following brief explanation of terms may help make subject selection easier.   
 

 Overall Position (OP) is the name given to the ranking used for tertiary entrance 

that eligible students receive at the completion of Year 12.  See your guidance officer or 
school counsellor for details of the rules on eligibility for an OP. 

 Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is a broad-based school 

qualification awarded to young people who have achieved a significant amount of 
learning at a set standard and have met certain literacy and numeracy requirements.  
The QCE is your passport to move confidently from school to work, training, and further 
education.  A QCE will be awarded to students achieving 20 credits in the required 
pattern at the required standard, and meeting the literacy and numeracy requirements.  

 Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test is conducted over 2 days in 3rd term for Year 

12 students.  To be eligible for an OP you must sit the QCS Test. All OP eligible students 
are required to sit the QCS test.  If you are not eligible for an OP, the test is voluntary.   

 Prerequisite.  A subject or qualification required for eligibility for entry to a particular 

course of study or future career. 

 Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre Ltd (QTAC) acts on behalf of 

universities and TAFE institutes to publish course information and requirements, to 
provide application materials and to receive and process applications. 

 Selection Rank (or tertiary entrance rank or score) is calculated for Senior students 

who apply for a university or TAFE course through QTAC and who are not eligible for an 
OP.  It is determined by a combination of achievements that appear on the Senior 
Certificate, including Authority, Authority-registered and Recorded subjects and the 
Queensland Core Skills Test.  Other types of Selection Ranks are calculated for tertiary 
applicants who are not school leavers. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 

 
 

QCE Queensland Certificate of Education 
QCS Test Queensland Core Skills Test 
QSA Queensland Studies Authority 
QTAC The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
SAS Study Area Specification (This is an Authority Registered Subject) 
TEPA Tertiary Entrance Procedures Authority 
 

 

 
USEFUL INTERNET SITES 
 

QSAôs Career Information 
www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au 
 

Queensland Studies Authority 
http://www.qsa.edu.au/ 
 
Job Guide 
http://jobguide.dest.gov.au 
 
QTAC ï Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
http://www.qtac.edu.au/ 
 
TAFE Queensland 
http://www.tafe.qld.edu.au/ 
 
Tertiary Entrance Procedures Authority (TEPA) 
http://www.tepa.qld.edu.au 

 
SUN Program 

www.cqu.edu.au/sun 
 
Bundaberg Christian College 
www.bcc.net.au/careers 

 
 
Additional site links can be found on the Careers page of the College Website. 
 
  

http://www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.qsa.edu.au/
http://jobguide.deetya.gov.au/JobGuideOnline/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.tafe.qld.edu.au/
http://www.tepa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.bcc.net.au/careers
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SUBJECTS OFFERED 

 
The following subjects are currently offered at the college and are being considered 
for 2009 depending on demand and staff availability. 
 
 
 

 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 

 

 
 
Description of Subject 
 
 
 

As Bundaberg is the centre of one of Australiaôs premier agricultural regions we are 
in a unique position of being able to study the cutting edge of agricultural technology! 
Agricultural Science explores the way people manage natural resources such as 
plants, animals, climate, soil and water to meet their basic needs. These 
management practices derive from current understandings of science, technology 
and finance. 
 
Students who complete this subject become more informed about and more sensitive 
to issues such as working with Godôs creation, the environment and sustainable 
agriculture. The course is aimed at students wanting a more in-depth understanding 
of agriculture and will be particularly useful for those looking at careers in agricultural 
advisory roles, wildlife parks, national parks and agri-business in organisations after 
university that may include DPI&F, BSES, Croptech, Dreamworld, Queensland 
Sugar. The topics of study will include Tree Crops, Poultry, Horses, Beef Cattle and 
Small Crops.  
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment includes exams, field trials, oral assignments and written assignments. 
It is recommended that students commencing this course have achieved at least a 
sound in both Junior Agricultural Science and Junior Science. 
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AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE 
 

 
 
 

Description of Subject 
 
 
 

Agriculture and Horticulture is a subject aimed at students looking at the 
development of skills in the agricultural industries of Bundaberg region. Careers 
deriving from this course may include farm managers and assistants as well as 
service industry people. The topics of study will include Tree Crops, Poultry, Horses, 
Beef Cattle and Small Crops, with special projects including fencing, advanced 
tractor driving, irrigation and concreting.  One week each year of work experience is 
incorporated into this program. 
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment items include skills demonstration, exams, diaries and assignments. 
This subject is an Authority Registered subject, from which students may gain credit 
points towards their QCE, but it does contribute to an OP. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 

 
 
Description of Subject 
 

While the ancient world may seem remote from the present, the study of Ancient 
History can help students make sense of the world as it is today.  The nature of 
culture and religion, social and economic challenges, and the issues of justice, 
discrimination and violence were as much part of the ancient world as they are of 
ours. 
 
The course in Ancient History: 
 

 provides an insight into how ancient societies coped with the same sort of 
PROBLEMS that confront us today; 

 shows how many contemporary IDEAS AND PRACTICES have developed over 
time from ancient origins; 

 focuses on VALUES ï by investigating the origins and impact of different values ï 
focusing particularly on the contrast between (ii) Jewish and Christian societies on 
the one hand; and (ii) other societies e.g. Egypt, Greece and early Rome.  

 increases GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. 
 

Assessment 
 

Assessment in Ancient History enables students to demonstrate a broad range of 
skills, all of which have valuable application to the adult world. 
BCC uses the following assessment techniques: objective short-answer exams, 
essay exams, research assignments, document studies, and multimodal 
presentations. 
 

Prerequisites 
 

A thorough understanding of Year 10 SOSE and ENGLISH and at least a C level in 
these two subjects is recommended as a pre-requisite to ensure success in this 
course. 
 

Where might Ancient History lead? 
 

Ancient History gives students important skills for adult life. 
Many professions and occupations value people who have the 
ability to research, and to develop and express reasoned opinion.   
Studies in Ancient History may help young people gain 
employment in advertising, journalism, public relations, the 
public service, teaching, and the travel industry, and research 
work in a variety of fields such as consumerism and industrial 
relations. Studies in many tertiary courses (e.g. anthropology, archaeology, 
architecture, art, commerce and economics, education, English, geography, 
government, law, history, journalism, media studies, music, psychology, and social 
work) are all greatly aided by knowledge of history and the skills developed through 
study of Ancient History.  
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BIOLOGY 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

Biology provides students with an understanding of the design of Godôs creation. 
Topics covered include: 
 

 We are alive! (a look at what characterises things as living) 

 Where can we live? (ecosystems) 

 How do they do it? (plant science and physiology) 

 How do we do it? (animal science and physiology) 

 What is going on in there? (cell biology) 

 Where is the cavalry? (response to disease and immunity) 

 What in the world are you doing? (behavioural studies) 

 Just where did you come from? (genetics and evolution theories) 
 
A study of Biology will provide learning experiences that will assist in developing 
understanding of Biology, investigating skills for Biology and the understanding of 
Biological issues. 
 
Learning experiences and assessments include an extended field trip, extended 
experimental investigations, written tasks and extended response assessments. 
 

Prerequisites 
 
A thorough understanding of year 10 Science with at least a C in that course is 
recommended to ensure success in Biology. 
 

Vocational futures 
 
Occupations requiring an understanding of Biology include: health careers (nursing, 
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry); agricultural careers (research, extension and 
production); environmental careers (research, ecotourism, rangers); hospitality 
(nutrition and food safety). 
 
  



 - 12 -   

BUSINESS ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 
Business Organisation and Management (B.O.M.) is an exciting Senior subject which 
not only aims to foster on studentsô entrepreneurial spirits, but also seeks to develop 
student's personal management and planning skills.  From trades to the boardroom, 
personal management and planning skills are vital in all kinds of professions today. 
 
A major task of the two year course is the development of a full business plan in Year 
12.  This would provide an excellent foundation for those who have considered 
starting their own business one day, or those who wish to undertake further studies in 
business after secondary school. 
 
Areas of study in this subject include: 
 

 The Nature of Business 

 Marketing Management (coordinating and planning promotional activities)  

 Financial Management (coordinating and planning monetary activities) 

 Operations Management (coordinating and planning production systems) 

 Business Planning (writing a business plan) 

 Human Resource Management (coordinating people) 

 International Business (starting a business overseas). 
 
 

Assessment 
 

The assessment for this subject includes a combination of examinations, oral 
presentations and written plans.   
 

Prerequisites 
 

A grade of at least a C in English is recommended for entry into year 11 Business 
Organisation and Management.  Whilst it is not essential to have studied Business 
Enterprises in year 9 and 10 to enrol in Senior B.O.M., Junior Business Enterprises 
provides an excellent practical foundation for this subject.   
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CHEMISTRY 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

Our everyday activities impact on the material world continuously and so there must 
be a concern for the nature of the materials involved, i.e. their chemistry.  The public 
is often presented with conflicting information and questions - should we mine 
uranium? does aluminium play a part in Alzheimerôs disease? should we spray our 
crops? or is óorganicô the best?  Chemistry will help students understand their natural 
world, to take a more responsible and critical approach to many issues, and to think 
logically and scientifically.  Some of the topics studied include: 
 
a) elements, compounds and mixtures 
b) atomic structure 
c) organic chemistry 
d) chemical reactions - rates, equilibrium, quantities 
e) electrochemistry 
f) acids and bases 
 

Assessment 
 

Assessment is varied, including exams, written assignment tasks, practical reports 
and extended experimental investigations. 

 
Prerequisites 
 

A grade of at least a C in Year 10 Science and a C in Maths in Year 10 is 
recommended. 
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DRAMA 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

Drama is one of the oldest art forms known. Societies and cultures throughout history 
have developed enactive ways of making and communicating meaning that involves 
performers and audiences. This enactive mode of expression, integrating oral, 
kinaesthetic, visual and aural aspects, engages people in a suspension of disbelief in 
order for them to enter a fictional world. 
 
Drama provides a medium for exploration, social criticism, celebration, worship and 
entertainment. It enables students to define and shape their own identity within social 
and cultural contexts.  
 
Students involved in drama activities are participating in aesthetic learning in which 
the senses and emotions are engaged cognitively and affectively. This is an 
experiential mode of learning that demands active participation. By blending 
intellectual and emotional experience, Drama offers a unique means of enquiry that 
contributes to knowing and understanding the world. 
 
Drama is explored through the dimensions of forming, presenting, and responding. 
These three dimensions are interrelated and complementary. The synthesis of these 
three dimensions enables students to create and communicate dramatic meaning.  
 
When forming drama, students actively explore ideas through developing an 
understanding of the elements of drama and dramatic conventions. They learn to 
hypothesise, experiment and make judgments as they select and structure those 
elements and conventions to create and shape dramatic action.  
 
When presenting drama, students use expressive communication processes to 
convey meaning effectively to an audience. Students develop an understanding of 
the nature and function of drama, a practical knowledge of dramatic form and style, 
and a range of acting and performance skills and techniques. 
 
Through responding, students use written and oral processes to communicate their 
interpretation, critical analysis and evaluation of drama. In responding, students 
demonstrate their understanding and knowledge of dramatic action from outside or 
after the drama.  
 
The collaborative nature of drama as an art form provides students with opportunities 
to learn to manage the processes of drama and the interpersonal and intrapersonal 
skills required to work effectively, both individually and in groups. Such skills are 
essential to give students, in a changing society, a critically active orientation 
necessary to play a full part in their own culture, the culture of others and the world of 
work.  
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Assessment 
 
A variety of assessment techniques is used to measure student achievement in the 
three dimensions of Forming, Presenting, and Responding. 
 
Forming Tasks: 
Analysis and preparation of text for performance 
Improvisation 
Directing and designing 
Play building and script writing 
 
Presenting Tasks include performances of: 
Student devised drama 
Scripted texts 
 
Responding Tasks: 
Written responses to plays, and performances in the genre of essays, assignments, 
writing in role, etc. 
Oral seminars and role-play 
 

Vocational Applications 
 

Drama is not limited to those who aspire to a career in performing arts (acting, stage 
management, design, playwriting, etc).  It is a subject for any student interested in 
theatre, communication, group dynamics and improving their individual confidence 
and communication skills. 
 

Prerequisites 
 

There are no specific prerequisites for Senior Drama.  The study of CAPA and a C in 
English is recommended. 
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ENGLISH 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

 

English is used by most Australians to communicate with others in our culturally 
diverse communities. As a major international language, it has power and influence 
in the world context. Proficiency in English for all Australians enables them to share 
in and contribute to current and future local, national and global communities and 
cultures. 
 
The subject English develops studentsô knowledge of how language typically works in 
the culture as well as of how language works in particular texts. At senior level, 
English involves the systematic study of language to build increased understanding 
of the relationships among texts, language, and literacies as social practices, with the 
emphasis on how these relationships help to make meaning in particular cultural 
contexts and social situations. Students develop their ability to use language to talk 
about language and about its use in texts. By studying texts, by learning and using 
language, students develop their capacities as literate members of Australian and 
global communities to participate actively in the worlds of work, study and leisure 
among other human pursuits. 
 
At different times in its development, the subject English has taken different focuses. 
This syllabus draws understandings from a range of approaches which provide 
students with opportunities to develop: 
 

 a sense of cultural heritage and a grasp of factors that, in different cultures 
and at different times, cause particular texts, genres/text types and authors to 
be valued 

 

 the skills, through focused study, that enable them to control and experiment 
with a range of language systems and associated genres and technologies 

 

 an awareness of how their personal attitudes and beliefs relate to those 
operating within their culture, using this understanding to explore their selves 
and their relationship to the world through text studies 

 

 an understanding of how texts reproduce, negotiate or challenge ways of 
thinking and being that are available in a culture at particular times, and why 
readers, viewers, listeners may make different readings from a text. 

 
As they study the increasingly demanding texts that senior English requires, students 
conceptualise, imagine, appreciate, reflect, make decisions, hypothesise, speculate, 
experiment, analyse and evaluate to enhance their ability to think, use language, and 
make meaning. They reflect on ways of being in the world, shape their identities, 
develop meaningful relationships with others, and express their ideas and feelings. 
They are encouraged to gain pleasure from texts while developing understandings of 
the power of texts to influence, tell the stories of a culture and promote shared 
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understandings. From the texts chosen over the two-year course, students develop 
understandings that texts store, transmit, reproduce, negotiate or challenge 
assumptions, values and attitudes available in the culture. 
 
To develop this range of understandings, students will engage with a wide variety of 
literary, mass media and everyday texts. These texts will represent a breadth of 
experiences, identities and cultural assumptions, and will explore a range of social 
issues and ideas. Texts will be selected from a range of times, places, genres, 
modes and media; these selections will be variously influenced by understandings 
about texts shaped by the different approaches. Some selections may be based on 
notions of texts having significant cultural or aesthetic value; others on the study 
potential offered by the structural and linguistic complexity of texts; or on  
notions of relevance to contemporary students; or to prepare students for complex 
futures, requiring use of and ability to critique current and emerging technologies. 
 

Assessment 
 

A wide variety of assessment instruments will be used, allowing the students the 
opportunity to demonstrate written and oral skills for a variety of purposes, to a 
variety of audiences, in a variety of forms.  Whenever possible, real activities will be 
used to assess the studentsô abilities.  Primarily, this means that the intended 
audience will be greater than the teacher alone, and could include class members, 
the school community and the general public. 
 

Vocational Application 
 

Successful completion of Senior English enriches all aspects of post-school life and 
is useful in numerous jobs from tour guide to linguist.  English is the foundation for 
most professional positions. 
 

Prerequisites 
 

Successful completion of Junior English is recommended for entrance to Senior 
English. 
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ENGLISH COMMUNICATION 

 
 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

The English Communication Study Area Specification has been developed for a 
broad range of students in Years 11 and 12. The course of study is prepared over 
four semesters, based on units designed to promote vocational education and 
general knowledge and skills. 
 

Opportunities for Students 
 

English Communication can establish a basis for studentsô further learning as well as 
developing essential communication skills to enhance employment opportunities and 
social interaction. English Communication offers students opportunities, within the 
contexts of work, community and leisure, to use language to perform tasks, use 
technology, express identity, and interact in groups, organizations and the 
community. It focuses on developing studentsô understanding and use of language to 
communicate effectively. 
 
Students will be involved in learning experiences that allow them to develop their 
interpersonal skills, to learn and function in various situations, and to acquire specific 
knowledge and skills relevant to future life and further training and employment. 
Students are supported in developing the capacity to learn from and about spoken, 
written and visual texts. 
 
This subject is an Authority Registered subject, from which students may gain credit 
points towards their QCE, but it does not contribute to an OP. 
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HOME ECONOMICS  

 
 

 

Description of Subject 
 

All topics and areas of study in Home Economics are underpinned by a central theme 
which focuses on the well-being of individual and families. Consequently this subject 
is very appropriate to the aims and ethos of a Christian College.  
The subject has three strands. 
 
1. Living Environment 
This is the study of human and built environments, in which all people lead their lives.  
These human and built environments impact on the social, physical and emotional 
development of everybody.  This area of study helps students to develop the 
understanding and practical skills to enable them to take action to promote positive 
environments for themselves and others throughout life. 
 
2. Food Studies 
This study aims to develop cognitive and practical skills (including food preparation).  
This will enable students to make informed choices to optimise a critical decision-
making approach to the provision of food and promotion of healthy food behaviour for 
individuals, families and communities throughout life. 
 
3. Textile Studies 
Textiles include textile materials (fibres, yarns and fabrics) and textile 
products (apparel, furnishings etc) and are an integral part of the 
everyday life of Australians.  Students will develop cognitive, 
interpersonal, management and practical skills to address the many issues 
associated with their personal use and consumerism of textiles, including promoting 
ethical textile-related behaviours.  
 

Skills Required 
A general level of co-ordination and ability with sewing machines equivalent to year 
10 Home Economics is recommended. Research, writing, and computer skills are 
also necessary. 
 

Prerequisites 
An Achievement of at least a C in year 10 English and Home Economics is 
recommended for this subject. 
 

Vocational Application 
This course prepares students for careers in Hospitality, Science, Food and Nutrition, 
Counselling, and Fashion. 
 

Assessment 
Assessment occurs each semester in three areas ï Knowledge and Understanding, 
Reasoning Process and Practical Performance. 
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HOSPITALITY  

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 
 
 

Hospitality is ideal for those students who enjoy practical, hands-on learning.  The 
course is designed to allow students to engage in real life situations, where they are 
required to plan and make decisions about the direction of their business or function.  
A study of Hospitality provides the opportunity for students to understand issues 
associated with workplace culture and practices, and develop skills to communicate 
and make valid decisions in that environment.  Within a variety of Hospitality contexts 
students will produce food and services, and submit planning and decision making 
reports.  Hospitality opens the studentôs opportunities for the workplace now and in 
the future as they will find the teamwork, organisational and interpersonal skills 
learnt, invaluable. 
 

 

Course overview 
 

Food production and initial beverage service covers areas like soup kitchens, cafés, 
and buffet functions. Small business ventures involves running a business over a four 
week period including preparing and selling a range of food items, planning, 
estimating, costing and service. Hospitality event units run for a semester and cover 
the coffee shop and restaurant industry areas. Assessment is individual, in pairs and 
in groups. There is always an individual report with every assessment unit.     
 
 

Prerequisites 
 
There are no pre-requisites, although Year 9 and 10 Home Economics is 
recommended. 
 

Future 
 

Hospitality opens pathways into the Hospitality and Tourism industry from restaurants 
to resorts, sales and marketing to food production.  It is valuable in the short term as 
it provides basic skills to enter the workforce in any capacity.  
This subject is an Authority Registered subject, from which students may gain credit 
points towards their QCE, but it does not contribute to an OP. 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

 

 

 

Description of Subject 
 

 

 

Information Technology Systems (ITS) is a practical subject that helps prepare 
students to meet the frequent and rapid change in the area of information 
technology (IT), and to be responsive to emerging technologies and trends. IT 
involves the use of technologies that allow people to manipulate and share 
information in its various forms (text, graphics, sound and video), and the range of 
technological devices that perform these functions. 
 

WHAT DO STUDENTS LEARN? 
 

Topics include: 

 Computer support 

 Game design and development 

 Multimedia 

 Networking 

 Office applications software 

 Web design and development. 
 
A range of extension material gives students opportunities to explore the diversity of 
the IT industry. The subject also offers students the chance to achieve a Certificate II 
in information technology. This qualification is designed for people seeking a pathway 
into the world of work or vocational education and training or university. It is targeted 
at students in Years 11 and 12 who are seeking to gain skills relevant to employment 
in the information technology industry or who are seeking to gain IT skills applicable 
to a range of business and industry areas.  
 
Modules are: 
 

Prerequisite unit of competency 
 
ICAU1128B Operate a personal computer 
 
Required competencies 
 

BSBOHS201A  Follow workplace safety procedures 
ICAD2012B Design organisational documents using computing packages 
ICAU2005B Operate computer hardware 
ICAU2006B Operate computing packages 
ICAU2013B Integrate commercial computing packages 
ICAU2231B Use a computer operating system 
ICAW2001B Work effectively in an IT environment 
ICAW2002B Communicate in the workplace 
ICAU3019B Migrate to new technology 
ICAD3218B Create user documentation 
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Other competencies 
 

A minimum of three and a maximum of five must be chosen. (3 selected) 
 
ICAU3126B Use advanced features of computer applications 
ICAI3020B Install and optimise operating system software 
ICAT3025B Run standard diagnostic tests 
 

HOW ARE STUDENTS ASSESSED? 
 

The assessment program will include a variety of assessment techniques that are 
integrated with the learning experiences. The criteria are: Familiar application, 
Problem solving and Communication. Documentation of project development is key 
assessment technique in ITS. Other assessment techniques used include written 
tasks involving short and extended written responses, practical exercises, and tests 
and examinations. Cert II modules are assessed on a competent/not competent 
basis. 
 

Prerequisites 
 

Achievement in Year 10 Information Communication Technology (ICT), Maths and 
English is recommended for this subject. 
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MARINE STUDIES 

 

 

 

Subject Description 
 

 

 
Marine Studies is a skills-based subject, where students are required to show their 
competency in many different areas of Marine work and marine recreation activities.  
 
Marine Studies covers many different areas related to the living and non-living 
components of the ocean environment. Students are able to gain a number of 
qualifications through the course (such as their recreational boat licence, First Aid 
certificate and SCUBA licence) while at the same time completing relevant units 
towards their OP score at the end of their high school studies. 
 
For students who enjoy adventurous activities, this is a subject which is able to 
challenge them in areas which they have most likely never experienced before. 
 
 

Topics Covered 
 
Topics which are covered during the two years of this 
subject are: 
 
Year 11 
 
Personal Water Skills- students attain their PADI Skindiving Certificate to show their 
competency in the ocean using all of the SCUBA equipment other than tank and 
regulator (i.e. snorkel is used instead). A short unit on surfing finishes this topic. 
Marine Communication- the types and use of various marine communication systems 
are covered in this topic.  
Boating- this unit involves boat design, hull types, motors, knots and the handling of 
small water craft and the regulations required for such. The school owns a fishing 
boat, and the students will have the opportunity to gain their recreational boat 
licence. 
Weather and Navigation- Students will learn the necessary safety aspects of marine 
weather patterns and how to use navigational aids to safely reach their desired 
destination. 
Recreational Fishing- this unit will concentrate on the skills required for recreational 
fishing on and off the shoreline. Making own fishing rigs, use of bait jigs, fish 
identification & legal limits, use of GPS and sounder to locate fish are some of the 
skills which will be covered. 
Oceanography ï this topic deals with all physical aspects of the ocean, including 
waves, currents and water properties. 
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Year 12 
 
Marine Biology -  looking at the living aspects of the ocean and its environment. 
Options ï consisting of either SCUBA diving or Aquaculture.  
Conservation ï of the Marine Environment. 
Navigation and Weather ï building on the previous yearôs studies. 
 
 
In support of the topics above, the students will also have the opportunity to gain their 
SCUBA licence, participate in the Artificial Reef Monitoring program as well as attend 
a Marine Camp to reinforce their theoretical studies. 
 

Why Study This Subject? 
 
To help equip students for work in tourism or commercial fisheries, or tertiary Marine 
Science studies. 
To give students the skills for water-based recreational enjoyment for the rest of their 
lives. 
To appreciate this unique part of Godôs Creation. 
 

Prerequisites 
 
A reasonable degree of physical fitness. 
An enjoyment of water activities. 
A willingness to try new things and a sense of adventure. 
 

Assessment Overview 
 
Exams on the theory of all the topics listed above. 
Practical assignments such as designing your own boat. 
Achieving various Certificates and licences. 
Practical skills in water activities including skindiving, boating and First Aid. 

 

 
 

  


